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December 2018
Martin Luther Sermon on the Afternoon of Christmas Day Luke 2:1-14, December 25, 1530
You have heard today the story from the Gospel of St. Luke of how it came to pass that our Lord Christ was
born and then also the message of the angel, who announced who the boy was who was born. Now we shall
go on and take up the message of the angel. So for today you have heard only that the child was born and
that he is the Lord and Savior. Thus we spoke of the story, how it unfolded, and who the persons in it were. …
Therefore it is a high article to believe that this infant, born of Mary, is true God; for nobody’s reason can ever
accept the fact that he who created heaven and earth and is adored by angels was born of a virgin. That is the
article. Nobody believes it except he who also knows this faith, namely, that this child is the Lord and Savior.
But for whom was he born and whose Lord and Savior is he? The angels declare that he was born Lord and
Savior. … “to you is born,” as the angel says, this is the faith which we must preach about. But we cannot
preach about it as we would like to do. Indeed, who could ever grasp [the full
meaning of] these words of the evangelist: “a Savior, who is the Lord,” and, “to
you”!
Who, then, are those to whom this joyful news is to be proclaimed? Those who
are faint-hearted and feel the burden of their sins, like the shepherds, to whom
the angels proclaim the message, letting the great lords in Jerusalem, who do
not accept it, go on sleeping. Beyond the first faith there must be the second
faith, that Christ is not only the virgin’s Son, but also the Lord of angels and the
Savior of men. …Nobody ventures upon it, so as to stake goods, life, and honor
upon it. And yet we must preach it for the sake of those who are in the multitude
to whom the angel preached.
This is our theology, which we preach in order that we may understand what the
angel wants. Mary bore the child, took it to her breast and nursed it, and the
Father in heaven has his Son, lying in the manger and the mother’s lap. Why
did God do all this? Why does Mary guard the child as a mother should?
… The angel desired that we should see nothing but the child which is born, just
as the angels themselves, as though they were blind, saw nothing but the child
born of the virgin, and desired that all created things should be as nothing compared with this child, that we
should see nothing, be it harps, gold, goods, honor, power, and the like which we would prefer before their
message. For if I received even the costliest and the best in the world, it still does not have the name of
Savior.

Opportunities to Serve

Boys and Girls Club Ministry!
Fourth Fridays of Each month
3:15-4:15 @Boys & Girls Club
Play Games and Enjoy Treats!
See Julie Mehlberg for more information!

Come Join Us!!

We will be collecting cereal for the months of
November and December.

December Birthdays
December 1 – Tom Harms
December 4 – Tate Hendershott
December 4 – Ethan Schumm
December 6 – Jeff Dixon
December 6 – Carol Thorson
December 11 – Ed Gentes
December 15 – Adam Girard
December 15 – Addie Folkerts
December 18 – Jared Abry
December 18 – Ethan Putnam
December 19 – Tom Rygh
December 20 – Jim Russow
December 23 – Marvelyn Schlueter
December 24 – Dawn Boitnott
December 26 – Rylie Salinas
December 27 – Tami Putnam
December 27 – Derek Schumm
December 27 – Lucy Kehinde
December 28 – Sam Lambert, Sr.
December 28 – Stacey Lambert
December 29 – Jack Bristow
December 29 – Rosemary Sutton
December 30 -- Patty Mackinson
December 30 – Cory Schott
December 31 – Alivia Bibo
December Anniversaries
December 23 – Louis & Lucy Kehinde (1978)

Susan Curtiss is the flower chairperson for
the month of December. If you would like to
donate flowers on a particular Sunday in
memory of or in honor of someone, please
sign your name on the Flower Chart located
on the kiosk, and write a check, payable to
St. Paul Lutheran Church, for $25.00, noting
on the check that it is for altar flowers, and
County Market will deliver the flowers to the
church. If you have questions, contact Sue.

There will be a Chicken Supper planning meeting on Sunday, December
16th following Church service.

Our Mission Statement:
The People of St. Paul
Gather to worship,
Reach out,
and serve the Lord.

Reminder:
Health and Wellness Sunday is the third
Sunday of each month.
Mary Leach or one of our many parish nurses will
be on hand before and after worship on these
Sundays to check blood pressures, blood sugars,
and help you form questions for your health
professional should you have need.

The Bibles & Bagels group will meet on Thursday, December 13th at
9:30 am. At Edinger’s Filling Station. Any woman who would like to
attend an informal bible study is welcome to come to this meeting.

Want to be an EME? That is an Extraordinary Minister of The
Eucharist. Since Pastor Wayne is only ¾ time, he could use help
taking communion to shut-ins he would like 3-6 people to volunteer
to take communion on Sundays after church to our shut-ins. You will
be provided with a communion liturgy and a communion kit. Also if
you could write down the names of people you think might benefit
from this ministry and give it to Pastor Wayne, this would be much
appreciated.

The Rebecca Circle will meet on Thursday, December 20, 2018. We will have
lunch at Edinger’s Filling Station at 11:30 .m. and after lunch come back to the
church for our meeting. Carol Thorson will lead in devotions, and Mil Girard will
be giving the offering meditation. We will all participate in the lesson, “Fear Not.”
We will focus on how this oft-repeated phrase in the Bible provides comfort to
those who hear it. It will also help us to begin to see that the Christmas story is
also the story of life in faith. If you would like to join us for this time for this time of
fellowship and Bible study, we would invite you to join us at this meeting.

ELCA GOOD GIFTS
ADVENT TREE ORNAMENTS
Have you ever selected a gift for someone in need from a Christmas tree in a store of shopping
mall? Now you can do the same thing right here at St. Paul to support ELCA Good Gifts! Take a
“honeybee” ornament and make your donation as a way to honor friends and loved ones with gifts
that will make a difference in the world. We encourage you to pray about this opportunity and take
the ornament home as a reminder of your gift. Please write your $20 check to St. Paul with a memo
“ELCA Good Gifts.”

THANK YOU FOR SHARING THE LOVE OF JESUS
DURING THIS ADVENT SEASON!

Remember that our website for St. Paul (www.stpaulpontiac.org)
contains sermon videos, copies of the newsletters and bulletins. If
you miss a Sunday, check it out!

Anyone who has pictures that can be shared on Facebook, please text or
email Jake or Blayne Dixon. Please use the church directory for their
numbers and email! Thanks for sharing! Let’s get “social!”

St. Paul Memorial Christmas Tree
Christmas is considered a time of joy and good cheer. But when you have
experienced the loss of a loved one, Christmas also carries with it the challenge of
grieving in the midst of all the celebrations. Each year, St. Paul’s gathering space is
blessed with a beautiful Memorial Christmas Tree. The purpose of the tree is to
include the memory of our loved ones and church friends during the Advent and
Christmas seasons. This year marks the 35th anniversary of the Memorial Tree.
Personalized angels are handmade and provided for each St. Paul saint who was a
member, and everyone is invited to place an ornament of their choosing in memory
of a nonmember. The tree will be up for the first Sunday in Advent. If you have any
questions, please contact Mary Lou Bevers.

Bulletin Changes To Come!
As good stewards of God’s creation, the worship and music team is attempting to decrease the
amount of paper that we utilize for the bulletin. We are trying to use the monitors for the spoken
liturgy as one way of “shrinking” the number of pages. We will use the larger size paper until it is
depleted, but in the future we will be experimenting in decreasing both the number of pages and the
size of the bulletin. Please be patient as we try new things. We want to continue to provide
meaningful and dynamic worship through the Word, Sacraments, and song in order to bring people
closer to God. If you have any helpful suggestions or questions, please see Pastor, Julie and John
Mehlberg, or Sandy Erickson. Thank you again for your patience!

Bulletin Update
In response to suggestions concerning the new format to the bulletin, we will be offering a small
number of fully formatted ones for those who may have difficulty viewing the monitors. Please ask an
usher for one if you are in need. The Worship and Music Team appreciates your input!

We will be putting up and decorating the church Christmas tree on Friday,
November 30th at 4:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome to help. We will enjoy
pizza after the decorating is completed.

January 2019 Worship Services!
During the month of January, Pastor Wayne will not be with us; therefore the Worship and
Music Team is organizing worship. We would like you to prayerfully consider sharing your
gifts and talents in order for us to continue to provide meaningful and dynamic worship during
Pastor’s absence. Here is a tentative schedule for January.

 January 6 – Lessons and Carols (will need readers)
 helping! Thank you for sharing your God given gifts and talents! January 13 –
Faith Stories – recognizing those baptized in 2018 – hymn sing ( we invite
anyone interested in sharing a short faith story)
 January 20 – guest pastor with Holy Communion
 January 27 – Youth Sunday and or Make a Joyful Noise Sunday (we invite youth
and anyone willing to share their musical talents)
Please see Sandy Erickson, Blayne Dixon, or John and Julie Mehlberg if you
are interested in helping! Thank you for sharing your God given gifts and talents!
While it has always been the desire of St. Paul to celebrate and
support the congregation as members celebrate marriage or the arrival
of a new baby, the council also recognized the need for changed as
we continue to grow and welcome new members. In order to be a
more inclusive community of believers, the council has decided that
wedding and baby showers are best handled privately by an individual
in the congregation rather than having church-sponsored showers. If
an individual would like to use our facility to host a private shower, he
or she should contact the administrative assistant to confirm a date on
the church calendar and complete a facility-use sheet.

Time to sign up for Poinsettias!
There will be a sign-up sheet and envelope for your check on the
kiosk for anyone wanting to order poinsettias. Please indicate on
the sign-up sheet if it is in honor or memory of someone. They are
pricedDecember
at $6.99 each.
The deadline to sign up is December 8, 2018
2018

Family #1
Mother – Cortney – Size (Large top)
Ideas: Hooded sweatshirt & colored socks
Son- Colton – Age 7 Size: 7 jeans & t-shirts
Ideas: Jeans w/elastic, t-shirt, Lego kits, loves anything pertaining to
science & loves to draw
Son – Lakyn – Age 6 Size: 6
Ideas: T-shirt, jeans w/elastic, little people (Batman or Avengers)
Daughter – Corbyn – Age 2 Size: 24 months
Ideas: Anything in clothing, bathtub toys, Doc McStuffin dolls & books
As soon as we get info on 3rd
family I will get it to you.
Sign-up sheet will be on
kiosk.
Make sure all gifts are
wrapped with a nametag.
Deadline to sign up is
December 13th.

Family#2
Mother – Amanda – Size (large)
Ideas: T-shirts and hooded sweatshirt
Father: Kenneth – Size X large & 34-32 jeans
Ideas: White t-shirts, levi jeans, anything relating to bass & catfish
Or fishing
Son – Levi – Age 7 Size: 6-7
Ideas: Jeans, Robot toys and loves anything relating to fishing
Daughter: Paisley – Age 7 months – Size 0-3 months
Ideas: Sleepers, learning toys & Boppy toys & accessories

December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

9a.m. Adult

4

5

6

7

Administration
Team Meeting
at noon

Sunday School
Confirmation
Class
10a.m. Worship
“Around the Rail”
communion

9

10

11

8
Deadline for
Poinsettias

12

13

14

15

21

22

28

29

9a.m. Adult
Sunday School
Confirmation
Class
10a.m. Worship-

Deadline for
Christmas
families

Council
meeting 6:00
p.m.

Bibles & Bagels
9:30 a.m.

“Red bag offering”
Congregational
Christmas Program

16

17

18

19

20

9a.m. Adult
Sunday School
Confirmation
Class
10a.m. Worship
Health &
Wellness
Chicken supper
planning meeting

Rebecca Circle
11:30 a.m.

23

24

9a.m. Adult

10a.m.
Worship
_______________

___________
31
30

9a.m. Adult

10a.m.
Worship

26

27

Boys & Girls
Club 3:15 p.m.

Sunday School
Confirmation
Class

Sunday School
Confirmation
Class

25
Office closed

Office
closed

WORSHIP SERVERS – December 2018
December 2

December 16

Presiding Minister: Pastor Wayne Shelksohn
Worship Steward: Mark Mackinson
Musician: Sara Solberg
Lector: Dawn Boitnott
Psalms: Kaylee Delheimer
Acolyte: Kaylee Delheimer
Ushers: Jack & Lori Bristow
Greeters: Ted & Virginia Bauknecht
Prayers: Kathy Rygh
Communion Prep: Jean Harrison & Kris Lambert
Comm. Assist: Karen Claypool & Susan Curtiss
Guest Ambassador: Lucy Kehinde
Hospitality: Linda Harms & Mary Leach
Counters: Marty Heller & Jake Dixon

Presiding Minister: Pastor Wayne Shelksohn
Worship Steward: Brad Solberg
Musician: Julie Mehlberg
Lector: Tracy Leach
Psalms: Ethan Schumm
Acolyte: Ethan Schumm
Ushers: Sam, Jr & Kris Lambert
Greeters: Dan & Sara Gschwendtner
Prayers: Lucy Kehinde
Communion Prep: Ted & Virginia Bauknecht
Communion Asst: Nathan Joerndt & Anita Klein
Guest Ambassador: Lucy Kehinde
Hospitality: Tonya Wilcox & Dawn Boitnott
Counters: Dennis Leach & Cody Leach
Sunday School: Blayne Dixon

December 9
December 23
Presiding Minister: Pastor Wayne Shelksohn
Worship Steward: Brad Solberg
Musician: Sandy Erickson
Lector: Lori Bristow
Psalms: Tate Hendershott
Acolyte: Tate Hendershott
Ushers: Tom & Linda Harms
Greeters: Ed & Maurine Gentes
Prayers: Sara Solberg
Communion Prep: Jake, Marty & Shelly Heller
Communion Asst: Jake, Marty & Shelly Heller
Guest Ambassador: Lucy Kehinde
Hospitality: Carol Thorson & Sandy Erickson
Counters: Jean Harrison & Jill Rapp
Sunday School: Jocelyn Miller

Presiding Minister: Pastor Wayne Shelksohn
Worship Steward: Mark Mackinson
Musician: Julie Mehlberg
Lector: John Mehlberg
Psalms: Maverick Wilcox
Acolyte: Maverick Wilcox
Ushers: Marvin & Darlene Miller
Greeters: Carl & Gail Thorson
Prayers: Kathy Rygh
Communion Prep: Jan Cahill
Comm. Asst: Marvin Miller & Nathan Joerndt
Guest Ambassador: Jill Rapp
Hospitality: Anita Klein & Danita Lewis
Counters: Mark Mackinson & Marty Heller

December 30
Presiding Minister: Pastor Wayne Shelksohn
Worship Steward: Brad Solberg
Musician: All
Lector: Jessica Mills
Psalms: Sam Edinger
Acolyte: Sam Edinger
Ushers: Denny & Mary Leach
Greeters: Blayne Dixon & Anita Klein
Prayers: Brad Solberg
Communion Prep: Becky Edinger
Communion Asst.: Becky Edinger & Carol Thorson
Guest Ambassador: Jill Rapp
Hospitality: Jessica Mills & Jan Cahill
Counters: Marvin Miller & Jill Rapp



PLEASE NOTE THAT IT IS NOW YOUR
RESPONSIBILITY TO FIND YOUR OWN
SUBSTITUTE IF FOR ANY REASON YOU
ARE UNABLE TO SERVE ON THE DATE
ASSIGNED. IF YOU ARE FILLING IN FOR
SOMEEONE, PLEASE BE SURE THAT
YOU LET THE WORSHIP STEWARD
KNOW WHO YOU ARE FILLING IN FOR
AND WHAT POSITION YOU ARE FILLING.
THANK YOU.

