
Prelude Hymn: “Easter Hallelujah” (words on screen) 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Please consider sponsoring the Altar Flowers  
 

GATHERING HYMN  
“Jesus Christ is Risen Today”  ELW 365 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the  

presiding minister begins. 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
L:Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
A:  Amen. 
L:  Look, here is water! 
A:  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
L:Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for 
what God has done for us.   
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thun-
dered over the deep and water became the essence of life.  Ad-
am and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your 
creation through the flood into a new day.  Miriam led the dancing 
as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land.  In a 
desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptis-
mal life. 
Look, here is water! 
A:  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
L:  At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and   
anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By the baptism of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people.  We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our 
source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and for-
ever. 
A:  Amen. 
L: Look, here is water! 
A: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

which is grape juice or the darker liquid which is wine. If you prefer not to 
receive communion you may come forward with your hands crossed over your 
chest to receive a blessing or you may remain in your seat. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
L:  The Lord be with you. 

A:  And also with you. 

L:  Lift up your hearts. 

A:  We lift them to the Lord. 

L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

A: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 
L:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Fa-
ther, almighty and ever living God. But chiefly we are bound to 
praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true 
Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his 
death has destroyed death; And by his  rising has brought us to 
eternal life. And so with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the wit-
nesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their crea-
tures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

Holy, Holy (music on screen) 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
L:  Holy, living and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens 
and the earth. We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, 
healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, 
gave his life for others.   

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remem-
brance of me.   

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrec-
tion, we await your promised life for all this dying world.  Breathe your 
Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:  Carry us in your arms from 
death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the right-
eousness of Christ. 

A: Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty  

Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and  

forever. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, 
A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
L: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.  
Come and eat at God’s table. 
 
Communion Music Video  
“Death was Arrested” by Northpoint 
“Christ is Risen”  by Matt Maher 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
L: Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nour-
ished us with your love.  Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim 
your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer 
and friend. 
A: Amen. 
 
SENT FOR WORK AND WITNESS 
 
BLESSING 
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
A: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
L: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope, ☩  bless you now and always.  
A: Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN- “Lift High the Cross”    ELW 660 verses 1 & 4 

 
DISMISSAL 
L: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.  
A: Thanks be to God!  Alleluia 
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Resurrection of Our Lord 

Easter Day 

Introduction: Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swal-
lowed up death forever. With Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and confused, unsure 
of what to make of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to 
proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s 
death and resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s un-
ending love, and depart to share this good news with all the world. 
Alleluia!  

 



GREETING 

L: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

A: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

A: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the 
power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with 
him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

A: Amen. 

 

Children’s Message—Dismissal to Children’s Chapel 

 

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD 
First Reading-   Acts 10:34-43 

L: A reading from Acts. 
34

Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, 

35
but in every nation anyone who fears him and 

does what is right is acceptable to him. 
36

You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 
Lord of all. 

37
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 

Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38

how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. 

39
We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea 

and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree; 

40
but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to ap-

pear, 
41

not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as wit-
nesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. 

42
He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 

he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 
dead. 

43
All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 

in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  

L:  Word of God, word of life.      

A: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
L:A reading from Psalm 118   
1
Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s mercy endures 

forever.   
2
Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.”  

14
The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my salva-

tion.   
15

Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the right-
eous:  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!   
16

The right hand of the Lord is exalted!  The right hand of 
the Lord acts valiantly!”   
17

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.  

18
The Lord indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to 

death.   
19

Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and 
give thanks to the Lord.   
20

“This is the gate of the Lord; here the righteous may enter.”   
21

I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have 
become my salvation.  
22

The stone that the builders rejected has become the  
chief cornerstone.   
23

By the Lord has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes.   
24

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad 
in it. 
L:  Holy wisdom; Holy Word. 
A:Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading – 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

L:  A reading from  1 Corinthians 
1
Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that 

I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you 
stand, 

2
through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to 

the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to be-
lieve in vain.  

3
For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in 

turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
scriptures, 

4
and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the 

third day in accordance with the scriptures, 
5
and that he appeared to 

Cephas, then to the twelve. 
6
Then he appeared to more than five 

hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still 
alive, though some have died. 

7
Then he appeared to James, then to 

all the apostles. 
8
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared 

also to me. 
9
For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an 

apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 
10

But by the grace 
of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in 
vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it 
was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 

11
Whether then it was 

I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.  

L:   Word of God, Word of Life. 

A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise, as you are able, for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
Kid’s Song  

“Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelujah, Praise Ye The Lord” 

 

Gospel - Mark 16:1-8 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark 

A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 

of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and 
anoint [Jesus’ body]. 

2
And very early on the first day of the week, 

when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 
3
They had been say-

ing to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the en-
trance to the tomb?” 

4
When they looked up, they saw that the stone, 

which was very large, had already been rolled back. 
5
As they en-

tered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sit-

ting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 
6
But he said to them, 

“Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place 
they laid him. 

7
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 

ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told 
you.” 

8
So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amaze-

ment had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid.  

L:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

A: Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

Sermon                                                   Pastor Wayne Shelksohn 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   “Christ has Arisen”  ELW 364 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED  
L: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 

A: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he as-
cended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition will end “God of Grace” and the congregation will re-
spond “hear our prayer” 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
L:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A: And also with you.  
 
You are invited to share a sign of God’s peace with your neighbors by  
turning to the people near you saying, “Peace be with you.” 
 
OFFERING  “Above All”   (Praise Band) 
Offerings can also be sent by mail or given online. You can send a check to 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 210 Deerfield Rd Pontiac, IL 61764 or give 
online at stpaulpontiac.org 
 
Offering Prayer 
L:  Risen One, 
you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love.  Form us to be your witnesses in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
A: Amen. 
 

MEAL 
All are welcome at Christ’s table. Communion is distributed in front of the 
altar by intinction. Please dip the wafer into the lighter colored liquid 


