THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

L: Holy, living and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens
and the earth. We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us,
healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remem-
brance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrec-
tion, we await your promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your
Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: Carry us in your arms from
death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the right-
eousness of Christ.

A: Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and
forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us,

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

L: At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and
see.

Communion Music Video
“Who You are to Me” by Chris Tomlin & Lady A

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L: Giver of every gift. Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s
body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your
glory, now and forever.

A: Amen.

SENT FOR WORK AND WITNESS

BLESSING

L: God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who
dwells in you, + bless you and remain with you always.

A: Amen.

SENDING HYMN- “Let Us Talents & Tongues Employ”
ELW 674

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
A: Thanks be to God!
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Transfiguration of our Lord

Introduction: The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ bap-
tism and end with three disciples’ vision of his transfiguration. In
Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit
descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three
closest friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved. As
believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’
face, because the same God who created light in the first place has
shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in
Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for
others to see.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please consider sponsoring the Altar Flowers

GATHERING HYMNS
“Gather Us In” ELW 532 (Vs. 1&4)
“My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” ELW 251

Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, creator of darkness and
light, word of truth, wind sweeping over the waters.

A: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: God, our rock and refuge,

A: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but
have not always loved you. We have wounded one another and
sinned against you. We have not always recognized the Holy
Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. Renew
your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good
news to all. Amen.

L: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The
time of grace is now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By
the authority of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are God’s
beloved.

A: Amen.

GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

A: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the
mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son,
and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

A: Amen.



Children’s Message—Dismissal to Children’s Chapel

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

First Reading- 2 Kings 2:1-12

L: A reading from 2 Kings

'"Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirl-
wind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. “Elijah said to
EIisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Eli-
sha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave
you.” So they went down to Bethel. “The company of prophets who
were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that
today the Lord will take your master away from you’? And he said,
“Yes, | know; keep silent.” Eluah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for
the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and
as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they came to Jeri-

cho. °The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Eli-
sha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your
master away from you’?” And he answered, “Yes, | know; be silent.”
®Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the
Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord I|ves and as you yourself live, | will
not leave you.” So the two of them went on. "Fifty men of the company
of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they
both were standing by the Jordan. ®Then Elijah took his mantle and
rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side
and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. “When
they had crossed, Elijah sald to Elisha, “Tell me what | may do for you,
before | am taken from you. " Elisha sald “‘Please let me inherit a dou-
ble share of your spirit.” ""He responded “You have asked a hard
thing; yet, if you see me as | am being taken from you, it will be grant-
ed you; if not, it will not.” "'As they continued walking and talking, a
chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah
ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. "?Elisha kept watchlng and cry-
ing out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But
when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and
tore them in two pieces.

L: Word of God, Word of Life

A: Thanks be to God

Psalm 50:1-6
A reading from Psalm
'"The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken; calling the earth from
the rising of the sun to its setting.
2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, God shines forth in glory.
*Our God WI|| come and will not keep silence; with a consuming flame
before, and round about a raging storm.
‘God calls the heavens and the earth from above to witness the
judgment of the people.
*“Gather before me my loyal followers, those who have made a cove-
nant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
®The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, for it is
God who is judge.
L: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word
A: Thanks be to God

Second Reading — 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
L: Areading from 2 Corinthians

3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perish-
ing. “In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the
glory of Chrlst who is the image of God. °For we do not proclaim
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your
slaves for Jesus’ sake. °For it is the God who said, “Let light shine
out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

L: Word of God, Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.

Please rise, as you are able, for the reading of the Holy Gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (music available ELW 171)
“Hal-le-lu-jah, hal-le-lu-jah, hal-le, hal-le-lu-jah.
“Hal-le-lu-jah, hal-le-lu-jah, hal-le, hal-le-lu-jah.

Gospel - Mark 9:2-9
L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark
A: Glory to you, O Lord.

“Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and
led them up a high mountaln apart, by themselves. And he was
transfigured before them, *and his clothes became dazzling white,
such as no one on earth could bleach them. “And there appeared to
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. “Then Peter
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” °He did
not know what to say, for they were terrified. ‘Then a cloud over-
shadowed them, and from the cIoud there came a voice, “This is my
Son, the Beloved listen to him!” ®*Suddenly when they looked
around they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. As
they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one
about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from
the dead.

L: The Gospel of the Lord.
A: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

HYMN OF THE DAY “We Are Marching in the Light”
ELW 866

APOSTLE’S CREED

L: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed.

A: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastor Wayne Shelksohn

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end “God of Grace”
and the congregation will respond “Receive our Prayer”

SHARING OF THE PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also with you.

You are invited to share a sign of God's peace with your neighbors by
turning to the people near you saying, “Peace be with you.”

OFFERING
Offerings can also be sent by mail or given onfine. You can send a check to
St. Paul Lutheran Church 210 Deerfield Rd Pontiac, IL 61764 or give

online at stpaulpontiac.ory

Offering Prayer
L: Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you.

In bread and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that
we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus,

in whose name we pray.
A: Amen.

MEAL

Al are welcome at Christ’s table. Communion is distributed in front of the
altar by intinction. Please dip the wafer into the lighter colored liquid
which is grape juice or the darRer liquid which is wine. If you prefer not to
receive communion you may come forward with your hands crossed over
your chest to receive a blessing or you may remain in your seat.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

L: The Lord be with you.

A: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts.

A: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

A: ltis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

L: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and ever living God. But chiefly we are bound to
praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the
true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who
by his death has destroyed death; And by his rising has brought
us to eternal life. And so with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and sera-
phim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy (music on screen)



