the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and sera-
phim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy (music on screen)

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

L: Holy, living and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens
and the earth. We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us,
healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remem-
brance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrec-
tion, we await your promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your
Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: Carry us in your arms from
death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the right-
eousness of Christ.

A: Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and
forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us,

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

L: At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and
see.

Communion Music Video
“Peace on Earth” by Casting Crowns

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L: Giver of every gift. Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s
body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your
glory, now and forever.

A: Amen.

SENT FOR WORK AND WITNESS

BLESSING

L: God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit
who dwells in you, + bless you and remain with you always.

A: Amen.

SENDING HYMN- “Christ Be Our Light” ELW 715 (Vs. 4-5)

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
A: Thanks be to God!
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St. Paul Lutheran Church

January 7, 2024
Baptism of our Lord

Introduction: Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis
creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the waters. Both Mark’s
gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit's move-
ment that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has
come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s
beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the
world in the image of God'’s vision of justice and peace.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please consider sponsoring Altar Flowers!

GATHERING HYMNS
“Here | Am to Worship” - words on screen
“Holy Child Within the Manger” - WOV 638 (blue hymnal)

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth, our light and salvation.

A: Amen.

L: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font.

A: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.

L: Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy
Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

A: We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above
all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower
us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness,
grace and love.

L: To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
A: Amen.

GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

A: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice
moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform
us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

A: Amen.

Children’s Message—Dismissal to Children’s Chapel

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

First Reading- Genesis 1:1-5
L: A reading from Genesis

'In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, “the
earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep,
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God
said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. “And God saw that the
Ilght was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. °God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.

L: Word of God, Word of Life

A: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 29
A reading from Psalm 29

'Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and
strength.

?Ascribe to the LoORD the glory due God’s name; worship
the LoRbD in the beauty of holiness.

*The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.

*The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of
the LORD is a voice of splendor.

*The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the
cedars of Lebanon;

®the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like
a young wild ox.

"The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.

8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes
the wilderness of Kadesh.

®The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips

the forests bare. And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
"“The LoRb sits enthroned above the flood; the LoRD sits en-
throned as king forevermore.

"0 LoRrb, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the bless-
ings of peace.

L: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word

A: Thanks be to God

Second Reading — Acts 19:1-7

L: A reading from Acts

'While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the |nter|or re-
gions and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. *He said
to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?”
They replled “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spir-
it.” *Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They an-

swered, “Into John’s baptism.” *Paul said, “John baptized with the
baptlsm of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who
was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” °On hearing this, they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. *When Paul had laid his
hands on them, the Holy Splrlt came upon them, and they spoke in
tongues and prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of
them.

L: Word of God, Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.

Please rise, as you are able, for the reading of the Holy Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (music available ELW 171)
“Hal-le-lu-jah, hal-le-lu-jah, hal-le, hal-le-lu-jah.
“Hal-le-lu-jah, hal-le-lu-jah, hal-le, hal-le-lu-jah.

Gospel - Mark 1:4-11
L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark
A: Glory to you, O Lord.

*John the baptizer appeared in the W|Iderness proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. >And people from the
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were go-
ing out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, con-
fessing their sins. °Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. "He
proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than | is coming after
me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his san-
dals. ¢l have baptlzed you with water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.” °In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee
and was baptized by John in the Jordan. '’And just as he was com-
ing up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. "'And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord.
A: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

HYMN OF THE DAY “God Whose Almighty Word”
(ELW 673)

Pastor Wayne Shelksohn

Nicene Creed
L: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.

A: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in
one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the liv-
ing and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe
in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is wor-

shiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition will end “God of Grace”
and the congregation will respond “Receive our Prayer”

SHARING OF THE PEACE

L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also with you.

You are invited to share a sign of God’s peace with your neighbors by
turning to the people near you saying, “Peace be with you.”

OFFERING
Offerings can also be sent by mail or given online. You can send a check to
St. Paul Lutheran Church 210 Deerfield Rd Pontiac, IL 61764 or give

online at stpaulpontiac.ory

Offering Prayer
L: Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you.

In bread and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that
we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus,

in whose name we pray.
A: Amen.

MEAL

Al are welcome at Christ’s table. Communion is distributed in front of the
altar by intinction. Please dip the wafer into the lighter colored liquid
which is grape juice or the darRer liquid which is wine. If you prefer not to
receive communion you may come forward with your hands crossed over
your chest to receive a blessing or you may remain in your seat.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

L: The Lord be with you.

A: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts.

A: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

L: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and ever living God. But chiefly we are bound to
praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the
true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who
by his death has destroyed death; And by his rising has brought
us to eternal life. And so with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all



