
THE MESSENGER 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 

June 2022 

 The people of St. Paul gather to worship, reach out, and serve the Lord. 

Hello From Pastor Wayne  

Marcia Buchs and I will be sharing ministry to St. Petri and St. Paul during this interim time for both 

congregations. Marcia will minister to pastoral needs of the congregation and she has an expecta-

tion of 20 hours a month. She and I will share the Sunday morning preaching and communion       

responsibilities at both congregations.  I will also take on the administration and pastoral office,    

baptismal, wedding, and funeral needs of the congregation.  I will be at 25 hours a week trying to be 

offices two to three times a week. You can reach me at  shelksohn@gmail.com or text me at 309-

360-1085. Marcia Buchs e-mail is buchswoan@gmail.com.  May we all have a blessed summer!   

Speaking of that, I will be out of the country from May 22 – June 16.  

 

Church and Summer Vacation 

For many in the northern hemisphere, summer is a season of vacation. Warm weather and abun-

dant growth make for an ideal time to experience the great outdoors. School breaks and relaxed 

work schedules offer opportunities to visit family and friends, and to host guests at home (Luke 

10:38f.) Some travel farther afield, seeking adventures abroad. The lectionary texts this summer    

offer a rich variety of themes related to these experiences. 

Hospitality and hosting are major themes throughout the summer lectionary. Jesus sends the disci-

ples out to preach the gospel, instructing them to be guests in the homes of others. Abram and Sarai 

(Gen 15) host strangers who prove to be angels; that theme is repeated in Hebrews later in the    

season. Martha works to host Jesus and his disciples, complaining that her sister Mary does not do 

her share. Explore the power dynamics inherent in offering and receiving hospitality. What can it 

mean that God chooses to act in the role of guest and calls on believers to do the same? Does our 

church anticipate the visits of angels in disguise? How do we ensure that everyone, guest, and host 

alike, has access and welcome? 

Churches might consider where we as Christian people succeed in embracing Jesus’ broad defini-

tion of neighbor and where we still fall short., thinking about people of different abilities and social 

locations. The community can wonder about what it means to be “one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). 

What work might our communities need to do to be able to see each person as neighbor? Do our 

worship practices, table fellowship, and neighborhood involvement build up barriers or tear them 

down? When breakdowns in community occur, are there pathways to forgiveness and restoration? 

Acknowledging the realities of our sinful world, what challenges might we not be able to overcome 

this side of heaven? 

Finally, as farms and gardens produce their bounty, as field and forest verdantly grow, the preacher 

can embrace Paul’s vision, “New creation is everything!” (Gal. 6:15,). Reflecting nature’s abundance, 

the believer too can use the summer to grow and change. Our new life in Christ produces fruit in 

abundance all year long. 



 JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND  

 ANNIVERSARIES 

June Birthdays 

June 2 – Donna Buckler 

June 2 – Marty Heller 

June 5 – Lu Westermeyer 

June 6 – Betsy Westergreen 

June 8 – Jan Girard 

June 15 – Lonny Wilcox 

June 22 – Lucas Folkerts 

June 22 – David Erickson 

June 23 – Andrew Leach 

June 24 - Kaylee Delheimer 

June 24 – Alexis Green 

June 24 – Keith Hendershott 

June 30 – Tiffany Aull 

June 30 – Doug Oliver 

June Anniversaries 

June 6 – Robert & Bobbi Jo Snyder (1998) 

June 7 – Dan & Sara Gschwendtner (1997) 

June 15 – Jim & Jan Girard (1985) 

June 19 – Tom & Linda Harms (1976) 

June 21 – Michael & Cindy Nourie (2008) 

June 23 – Ted & Ginger Bauknecht (1963) 

June 27 – John & Julie Mehlberg (1982) 

June 28 – Jim & Brenda Russow (1987) 

June 30 – Brad & Sara Solberg (1990) 

June 30- Jake & Blayne Dixon 

Bibles & Bagels 
 

The Bibles & Bagels group will meet on Thurs-

day, June 9th at Edinger’s Filling Station at 

9:30 a.m.  Any woman who would like to    

participate in an informal Bible study is wel-

come to attend this meeting. 

Altar Flowers 
 

A list is posted on the kiosk to sign up for altar 

flower donations.  If you would like to donate 

$25.00 toward the purchase of flowers in memory 

of or in honor of someone, please sign your 

name on the flower chart.  Make checks payable 

to St. Paul Lutheran Church, noting “altar      

flowers” on the memo line.  

Rebecca Circle 
 

The Rebecca Circle will meet on Thursday,   

June 16, at 1:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall. 

The hostess will be Marian Brown. Donna 

Buckler will lead the lesson, “Crafted in 

Christ”. How can creative processes guide the 

patterns of our lives?  God establishes pat-

terns for our benefit. Devotions will be given 

by Mil Girard, and the offering meditation will 

be given by Jeanne Rapp. All women of our 

congregation are invited and welcome to at-

tend this meeting. 

           Health & Wellness Sunday 
 

Health & Wellness Sunday is the third Sunday of 

each month.  Mary Leach or one of our parish 

nurses will be on hand before and after worship 

on these Sundays to check blood pressures and 

blood sugars, and to help you form questions for 

your health professional should you have need. 

Community Closet 
 

St. Paul will host a Community Closet August 6 

and August 13 from 8:00 a.m. until noon each 

day.   We will collect gently used and clean cloth-

ing for all ages through July 22. Please encour-

age your friends and family members to donate 

to the Community Closet. Items can be dropped 

off at church and placed in the southeast class-

room. We will also need many volunteers to help! 

This is another great way to be the hands and 

feet of Jesus for those in our community who are 

in need! Please see Jessica Mills or Mary Leach 

or e-mail the church office if you are interested in 

helping! 

LEO for 2022 
  

LEO (Let’s Eat Out) gathers St. Paul members 

and friends on the third Wednesday of each 

month at 5:30 p.m. to enjoy dinner at area      

restaurants.  All are welcome to attend! 

  

June 15 —Chenoa Family Restaurant 

July 20—Bob & Ringo’s Grill & Steakhouse 

August 17—Mario’s Pizza 

September 21—Wolf Creek Golf Course 

October 19—Pontiac Family Kitchen 

November 16—LaMex Restaurant 

December 21 —LOBO’s Tap 

Volunteers Needed for Call Committee 
 

Six voting members from the congregation of   

varied ages, are needed to serve on the call 

committee for a new pastor. Please contact Mark 

Mackinson or any council member if you are    

interested in serving. 



Sunday Pastoral Schedule 

June 5   SAM Marcia Buchs 

June 12   SAM Marcia Buchs 

June 19   Pastor Wayne Shelksohn 

June 26   Pastor Wayne Shelksohn 

July 3    Pastor Wayne Shelksohn 

July 10   Pastor Wayne Shelksohn 

July 17   Pastor Wayne Shelksohn 

July 24   SAM Marcia Buchs 

July 31   SAM Marcia Buchs 

August 7  Pastor Wayne Shelksohn 

August 14  SAM Marcia Buchs 

Roadside Clean-up for Lori’s Beautification Day 


