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THE MESSENGER 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 

A Message from Pastor Mathew 

 

 

The people of St. Paul gather to worship, reach out, and serve the Lord. 

In the early 1500s, Luther was wracked by guilt, he worried that he wasn’t a good enough person to de-

serve God’s salvation. In his prayer, worship, and study, the Spirit revealed a new understanding to Luther: 

We are all sinners, and we are made righteous not by our own actions, but by God’s free gift of grace, in 

Christ Jesus. 

Among the scripture that Luther studied was Romans 3:19-28. Before the Protestant Reformation, which 

we commemorate later this month, scripture could only be read in a few languages. The original bible man-

uscripts were written in Hebrew (the Old Testament) and Greek (the New Testament). They had been 

translated into Latin but were not accessible to the common person. Notice how this impacts just two short 

verses. 

Greek: πάντες γὰρ ἥμαρτον καὶ ὑστεροῦνται τῆς δόξης τοῦ θεοῦ, 
δικαιούμενοι δωρεὰν τῇ αὐτοῦ χάριτι διὰ τῆς ἀπολυτρώσεως τῆς ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ 

Latin: omnes enim peccaverunt et egent gloriam Dei iustificati gratis per gratiam ipsius per redemptionem 
quae est in Christo Iesu  

Certainly Romans 3:23-24 has something important to say to us, but what use is it if we cannot read it or 

even understand its meaning when it’s read aloud? 

Luther translated the Bible into German and other reformers translated the Bible into even more lan-

guages. With the invention and increased use of the printing press, scripture was more accessible than 

before. 

Luther’s German translation from 1524: und haben verwandelt die Herrlichkeit des unvergänglichen Gottes 
in ein Bild gleich dem vergänglichen Menschen und der Vögel und der vierfüßigen und der kriechenden 
Tiere. Darum hat sie auch Gott dahingegeben in ihrer Herzen Gelüste, in Unreinigkeit, zu schänden ihre 
eigenen Leiber an sich selbst. 

German translation from 2010: Alle har jo svigtet og lever ikke op til Guds ideal. Men vi bliver erklæret 
skyldfri på grund af Guds nåde. Det er en gave til os. Gaven består i, at Jesus Kristus påtog sig den straf, 
vi skulle have haft.   

Norwegian: og byttet den uforgjengelige Guds herlighet bort mot et billede, en avbildning av et forgjengelig 
menneske og av fugler og av firføtte dyr og av krypdyr. Derfor overgav også Gud dem i deres hjerters lyster 
til urenhet, til å vanære sine legemer sig imellem,  

Spanish: pues todos han pecado y están privados de la gloria de Dios, pero por su gracia son justificados 
gratuitamente mediante la redención que Cristo Jesús efectuó. 

The scripture we read and understand can be traced back in part to the Protestant Reformation. In appreci-

ation that we can now read the Bible in so many languages, let us reflect on this verse and share in a pray-

er. 

since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus 

Gracious God, we give you thanks for the gift of scripture which illumines our path. And we give you thanks 

for the incredible gift of your grace in Christ Jesus. Help us to trust this good news, that you love us and 

accept us. We pray this through Christ, our redeemer. Amen.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Mathew 



OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS AND                     

ANNIVERSARIES 

October 3 – Richard Green 

October 8 – Hayden Walsberg 

October 8 – Brian Claypool 

October 9 – Rose Mary Erickson 

October 9 – Doug Highland 

October 9 – Kalyn Miller 

October 11 – Dennis Leach 

October 12 – Caleb Leach 

October 15 – Cindy Nourie 

October 15 – Anita Klein 

October 16 – Tyler Mills 

October 19 – Linda Harms 

October 20 – Jeanne Rapp 

October 20 – Amanda Walsberg 

October 20 – Ellen Lambert 

October 23 – John Boch 

October 26 – Luke Payton 

October 28 – Bill Frazier 

October 29- Landon & Tinley Harms 

October 6 – Marty & Shelly Heller (1990) 

October 20 – Cody & Sadie Leach (2019) 

October 24 -- Jim & Jan Cahill (1981) 

October 25 – Cory & Megan Schott (2014) 

October 27 – Brian & Karen Claypool (2001) 

October 30 -- Jerry & Rose Mary Erickson (1971) 
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Rebecca Circle 

The Rebecca Circle will meet on Thursday,  

October 21st at 1:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall.   

Donna Buckler will be the hostess.  Devotions 

will be given by Mil Girard, and the offering 

meditation will be given by Donna Buckler. The 

lesson “The Gift of the Spirit: A divine wild 

goose chase,- Breath of God, reviver and re-

former” will be given by Carol Thorson.  The 

Holy Spirit is the breath of God, giving life and 

building community.  God’s spirit continues to 

revive us.  All women of our congregation are 

invited and welcome to attend this meeting. 

ATTENTION ALL WOMEN! 

The Northeast Conference Women of the 

ELCA Fall Gathering will be in Gilman on Sat-

urday, October 9th from 9:00 a.m-12:00 p.m.  

We are hoping that all women can attend!  

Cost is $10 and includes breakfast. There will 

be a bible study led by Pastor Pete Hinrich.  

Sunday School begins September 19th 

Children 3 years old and up are invited to join us 

from 9:15 a.m.—9:50 a.m. each Sunday during 

the school year. Join us for bible stories, songs, 

and activities that help us learn about God’s 

love!  

Adult Sunday School 

Adult Sunday School will begin on September 19 

at 9a.m. We will meet in the Hospitality Room 

and study a scripture passage from that day’s 

worship service. 

Children’s Chapel During Worship 

Beginning September 19, children are welcome 

to go to Children’s Chapel during worship follow-

ing the Children’s Message. After the sermon 

children will be brought back into the sanctuary. 

If your child prefers to stay in worship for the   

entire service, that’s great too! 

Each year the Lutheran World Relief collects 

new and gently used blankets . St. Paul happily 

participates in this event. Blanket Sunday will be 

held in October this year . Further information 

will follow as to the date and the items that are 

being collected. 

                   Bible & Bagels  

Bible & Bagels The Bible & Bagels group will 

meet on Thursday, October 14th  at 9:30 a.m. at 

Edinger’s Filling Station. Any woman who would 

like to attend an informal Bible study is welcome 

to come to this meeting  



                God’s Work Our Hands Day 2021--Thank you! 

For donating and assembling 33 Lutheran World Relief health kits that will travel all 

over this world to help those less fortunate! 

For making cookies for residents of Evenglow Inn and The Pointe! 

For cleaning up the landscape at the Boys and Girls Club! 

For donating and wrapping Christmas gifts for local school district’s children! 

For assembling sack lunches for the residents of Mosaic! 

God’s blessings to all of you for being the hands and feet of             
Jesus in our community and the world! 

 

Roadside Cleanup—August 21 

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF 


