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THE MESSENGER 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 

The people of St. Paul gather to worship, reach out, and serve the Lord. 

Free for what? 

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the 
whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Galatians 5:12-14 

500 years ago, in November of 1520, Martin Luther wrote an essay entitled, “On the 
Freedom of a Christian.” In it Luther presented this paradox: A Christian is totally free in 
Jesus Christ, subject to no one. And a Christian is a completely dutiful servant of all, 
subject to all. 

Amid the reformation of the Church, Luther emphasized that that good things we do (good 
works) cannot save us or set us free. It is Christ who saves us, Christ who set us free. By 
his life, death and resurrection, Christ took on the powers of death, sin and evil. Luther 
wrote “his [Christ’s] righteousness is greater than all the sins of humankind, his life is 
stronger than death, his salvation more invincible than hell.” (Luther’s Works 31 p. 351) 
Therefore we are free in Christ! 

But what are we free for? Does our newfound freedom mean we can do whatever we 
want?  

No! Luther cites Philippians 2 and writes that in our freedom we should “serve, help, and in 
every way deal with our neighbor as we see that God through Christ has dealt with and still 
deals with us.” (Luther’s Works 31, p 388) 

We are set free for a new life in Christ! By the power of the Holy Spirit our hearts are set 
on fire enabling us to use our newfound freedom to serve our neighbors. We do this, not to 
show how good we are, but out of love and praise to God, who has been so gracious to 
us.  

This is summed up in the words of forgiveness that have been part of our worship the past 
few weeks,  

“God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your 
sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in 
freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.” 

Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Mathew 

A Message from Pastor Mathew



 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
AND ANNIVERSARIES 

October 3 – Richard Green 

October 8 – Hayden Walsberg 

October 8 – Brian Claypool 

October 9 – Rose Mary Erickson 

October 9 – Doug Highland 

October 9 – Kalyn Miller 

October 11 – Dennis Leach 

October 12 – Caleb Leach 

October 15 – Cindy Nourie 

October 15 – Anita Klein 

October 16 – Tyler Mills 

October 19 – Linda Harms 

October 20 – Jeanne Rapp 

October 20 – Amanda Walsberg 

October 20 – Ellen Lambert 

October 23 – John Boch 

October 25 – Jerry Erickson 

October 26 – Luke Payton 

October 27 – Martha Telford 

October 28 – Bill Frazier 

October 29- Landon & Tinley Harms 

October 6 – Marty & Shelly Heller (1990) 

October 20 – Cody & Sadie Leach (2019) 

October 24 -- Jim & Jan Cahill (1981) 

October 25 – Cory & Megan Schott 
(2014) 

Prayer Chain Requests 

If you would like someone added to 
our prayer chain, please contact 
Pastor Mathew, Julie Mehlberg, or 
Angie in the office. Please let them 
know when names should be 
removed from the prayer list as 
well.  

Serving at St. Paul 
Are you interested in serving during 
worship? Lectors and ushers are 
needed for September as new 
schedules are being created. If you 
would like to serve as a lector or 
usher, please contact Angie in the 
church office.  All are welcome to 
serve and all volunteers are much 
appreciated! 

October is Pastor 
Appreciation Month 

Flower Donations 

 

We will once again be ordering 
fresh flowers for worship from 
County Market. Please sign up on 
the flower chart if you are interested 
in donating for a two-week span. 
Please write your check for $25 to 
St. Paul Lutheran and put “flowers” 
on the memo line. We thank you in 
advance for helping to make our 
worship space beautiful and bring 
honor and glory to God. 

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB 

Thank you to all who donated 
school supplies to the Boys and 
Girls Club! 

Also, thank you to all who gave of 
their time on September 13th to 
help clean up the landscaping at the 
Boys and Girls Club for God’s 
Work Our Hands day! 

To Our Pastor 

In infinite wisdom                      
the Lord surely knew,                 

that we would need a pastor      
as faithful as you. 

A love of God’s word 

and a heart for his flock, 
you give of yourself 

and you stand on the rock. 

Offering for September 



Congregational Council 
 

President 
Julie Mehlberg 

 

Vice President 
Doug Oliver 

 

Secretary 

Carla Swieter 
 

Building & Grounds 

Janice Schmidt 
 

Building Community Liaison 

Mary Leach 

 

Lifelong Learning Liaison 

Tonya Johnson-Wilcox 

 

Finance/Stewardship Liaison 

Jake Dixon 

 

Worship and Music Liaison 

Shelly Heller 
 

 

Treasurer 
Denny Leach 

 

Financial Secretary 

Marion Brown 

 

In-Kind Gifts 
 

In following the IRS rules and tax 
guide for churches and religious or-
ganizations, “a donor cannot claim a 
tax deduction for any single contri-
bution of $250 or more unless the 
donor obtains a written acknowledg-
ment of the contribution from the 
recipient church.” If you have made 
a non-cash gift of $250 or more, 
please contact the church adminis-
trative secretary of your purchase 
and a receipt and a letter of ac-
knowledgment will be provided for 
your tax documents. If you have any 
questions, please call the church 
office. 

Trunk or Treat 

St. Paul’s Trunk or Treat event will 
be held on Friday, October 30 from 
4-6 p.m. 

Our goal is to have 15 vehicles in 
the parking lot with members hand-
ing out candy to trunk or treaters. 

Please let the office know if you 
would be willing to be at the event 
or if you would like to     donate can-
dy to be distributed to trunk-or-
treaters. 

Thank you in advance for your help 
in making this event a fun and 
worthwhile time for the kids of St. 
Paul and our community. 

Donations  Needed 

The Women of the ELCA are   
collecting  donations for Lutheran 
World Relief.  This year, we are 
collecting items for school kits.   
Each school kit includes: 

Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide-
or college-ruled paper, approxi-
mately 8x10.5, but no loose-leaf 
paper. 

One 30-centimeter ruler, or a   
ruler with centimeters on one side 
and inches on the other. 

One pencil sharpener 

One pair of blunt scissors (safe 
scissors with embedded steel 
blades work well) 

Five unsharpened #2 pencils with 
erasers; secured together with a 
rubber band 

Five black or blue ballpoint pens 
(no gel ink); secured together with 
a rubber band 

One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

One 2.5 inch eraser 

Please bring donations to the 
church or call the office to arrange  
for pick-up.   

 

Thank You! 
Thanks to the generosity of the 
members of St. Paul, a donation 
was made to Pontiac District 429 for 
the purchase of items to benefit 
children in the district.  The donated 
funds will be used to purchase 
items such as face masks, under-
wear, socks, jeans, sweatshirts, leg-
gings, and shoes.    

Instead of each person watching out for 
their own good, watch out for what is  
better for others.   Phillipians 2:4 



God’s Work Our Hands—Boys and Girls Club Work Day 

Thanks to everyone who 
helped at the Boys and 

Girls Club! 


