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Holy Communion Instructions 
 

The Lutheran Church teaches that Jesus Christ is truly present in, with, and under the bread and wine. Christ offers 
forgiveness of sin and new life in community through this sacrament. You are welcome at Christ’s table. 

Those who do not commune may come forward with their arms crossed over their chests to receive a blessing. 
Communion today will be by intinction. You may dip your wafer into either the darker colored liquid—the wine, or the 
lighter colored grape juice. 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 
Prelude   

 

Welcome  

 

Prepare for Worship  

 
 
 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Pontiac, IL 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 15, 2019 

The people of St. Paul 

gather to worship, 

reach out and serve the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

February 10, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

Int 

 

 

The grumbling of the Religious Leaders and 

the scribes in today’s gospel is actually our 

holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and 

eats with them. That our God wills to seek 

and to save the lost is not only a holy hope, 

it is our only hope. As Paul’s first letter to 

Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and 

worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners.” 

Thanks be to God. 

Presiding Minister:  Pastor Mathew Berger 

Worship Steward:  John Mehlberg 
Musician:  Sandy Erickson 
Lector:  Gerald Buckler 
Psalms:  Gerald Buckler 
Acolyte:  Anna Schmidt 
Ushers:  Sara & Dan Gschwendtner 
Greeters:  Shelly & Jake Heller 
Prayers:  Kathy Rygh 
Communion Prep:  Sandy Erickson & Carol Thorson 
Comm. Assist:  Shelly & Marty Heller 
Hospitality:  Darlene Miller & Jan Cahill 
SS Teacher:  Blayne Dixon 
Counters: Pending 

Introduction 

Flowers this morning were given by Jordan Johns, Jake & Meghan Heller in honor of their birthdays. 



2 
 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

L: Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy never runs out. 

A: Amen. 
 
L: God whose love never quits: 
 Help us admit that we have been wrong. 

Give us the word the world cannot. 
Tell us again you believe in us, 
So we can love ourselves and each other like you do. 

A: Amen. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
L: Loving God, 

A: We confess that we have turned from your way 

 To follow our own ways. 

 Forgive us for the times 

 We have spoken or acted too quickly; 

 We have not spoken or acted at all; 

 We have hurt those closest to us; 

 We have hurt those we have yet to know; 

 We have thought more about ourselves than others; 

 We have thought less of ourselves than we ought. 

 Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, 

 So that we can live again as your children. 

 Amen. 
 
L:  Here’s the good news! 
 Even when we have done wrong, God sees the good in us. 
 Even when we have messed up, God gives us a fresh start. 
 God’s love never runs out. 
 God never tires of calling us beloved children. 
 
 
 
Greeting  
 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 
A:  And also, with you. 
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Gathering Hymn                                       “God’s Work Our Hands”                                              
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Prayer of the Day  
 
L: O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go astray.  

Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow 
all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

A:  Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD 
 
First Reading–Exodus 32: 7-14 
 
L:  A reading from Exodus. 

The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of 
Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded 
them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and 
said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said to 
Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath may 
burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 
  11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against 
your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty 
hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in 
the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change 
your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your 
servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like 
the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall 
inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his 
people. 

     
L: The Word of the Lord.          
             
A:  Thanks be to God.             

Psalm 51: 1-10 
  
L: A reading from Psalm 51 
 
L: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great compassion blot out my 

offenses. 
A: Wash me through and through, from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin. 
 
L: For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 
A: Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are justified when 

you speak and right in your judgment. 
 
L: Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
A: Indeed you delight in truth deep within, and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 
L:        Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me and I shall be purer than snow. 
A: Let me hear joy and gladness;  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
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L: Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 
A: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
  
L: Holy wisdom, Holy word. 
A: Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading–1 Timothy 1:12-17 

 

L: A reading from 1 Timothy. 
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful and 
appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of 
violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord 
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full 
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But 
for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the 
utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To 
the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
   

L: The Word of the Lord.           
  

A: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please rise as you are able for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                 
 

 
 
    

 
Gospel–Luke 15: 1-10 
  
L:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
 
A:   Glory to you, O Lord.  
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L:  The gospel of the Lord.           
               
A:  Praise to you, O, Christ.           
    
 
 
Message                                                                                                       Pastor Mathew Berger 
 
 
Hymn of the Day                                         “Borning Cry”                                             ELW 732 
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PRESENTATION OF DAVID JOHN MILLER 

 
 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of baptism. By 

water and the Word, God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united 

with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission 

for the life of the world. 

 
 
Sponsors: We present David John Miller for the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 
 
L:  Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have David baptized   

  into Christ? 
 
R: We do. 
 
L: As you bring David to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
 To live with him among God's faithful people, 
 Bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
 Teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
 Place in his hands the Holy Scriptures, 
 And nurture him in faith and prayer, 
 so that he may learn to trust God, 
 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
 care for others and the world God made, 
 and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help David grow in the Christian faith and life? 
 

R: We do. 
 
L: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture David in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, 

and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 
 
R: We do. 
 
L: People of God, do you promise to support David and pray for him in his life in Christ? 
 
A: We do. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH (CONGREGATION PLEASE STAND) 
 
L: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
 

R: We renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
 

R: We renounce them. 
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L: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

 
R: We renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
 
 

R/A: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
L: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 
R/A: I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
L: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

 
R/A: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT (CONGREGATION MAY SIT) 
 
L: The Lord be with you. 
A: And also with you. 
 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
L: Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting 

wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. 
 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and 
snow. Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you. You are the fountain of 
resurrection. 

 
Praise to you for your saving waters: Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers your 
well. The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. Naaman washes 
his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. 

 
At this font, holy God, we pray: Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word that saves us 
in this water. Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation. Illumine our days. 
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Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us. 
 

Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

A: Amen. 
 
BAPTISM 
 
L: David, I baptize you in the name of the Father, * 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

A: Amen. 
 
 
“You Have Put on Christ” is sung once by Pastor and then repeated by the Congregation. 

 
 
A: Let us pray. 
L: We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your children new birth, 

cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
Sustain David with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, 
both now and forever. 
 

A: Amen. 
 
L: David, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ 

forever. 
 
PRAYER FOR PARENTS (CHILDREN OF CONGREGATION COME FORWARD) 
 
L: O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the mother of David.  Let her ever rejoice in the gift 

you have given her. Make her a teacher and example of righteousness for her child. Strengthen her in 
her own Baptism so she may share eternally with David and all the baptized in the salvation you have 
given us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
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A: Amen 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
L: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify God. 
 
L: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 
A: David, we welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all 
the world. 

 
 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
   
At the end of each petition, you will hear “We pray to the Lord”.  Please respond by singing “Hear Our 
Prayer”. 

 
 
 
Pastor:  We place into your hands all that we pray for and all that we need, trusting in your gener4ous 
compassion, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Sharing the Peace  
 
L:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A:  And also with you. 
 
You are invited to share a sign of God’s peace with your neighbors. 
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Offering–  
 

As we continue with our offering, please sign the attendance book located at the end of each pew. 
Guests and visitors, please include your address and phone number. 
 
Presentation of the Gifts 

 
Please rise, as you are able, while the gifts are brought forward. 
 
Offering Prayer 

 

L: God our provider, 

A: We bring nothing into this world, and we can take nothing out of it.  Accept the gifts you have 
first given us, which we bring to your table, and with them the offering of our lives.  Nourish us 
now with the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 
 
 

 Great Thanksgiving  

L:   The Lord be with you. 
A:   And also with you. 
L:   Lift up your hearts. 
A:   We lift them to the Lord. 
L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
A:  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
 
Preface  
L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=47&hl=en&biw=1920&bih=985&tbm=isch&tbnid=ErYQJYrsib8AwM:&imgrefurl=http://www.bestchurchsupplies.com/products/GS39&docid=0YvdvALeanplkM&imgurl=http://www.bestchurchsupplies.com/images/attendancepadholderBK.jpg&w=126&h=120&ei=m2BPULWBAqOryQH81oHYBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1167&vpy=775&dur=704&hovh=96&hovw=100&tx=62&ty=84&sig=107086153480104895099&page=2&tbnh=96&tbnw=100&ndsp=58&ved=1t:429,r:36,s:47,i:21
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Words of Institution  
 
Lord's Prayer  
 
L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
A:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.   

 For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion  
 
 
 
L:   Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.  Come, take your place at the feast. 
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Communion Hymn                                  “Let us Break Bread Together”                            ELW 471                            
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Communion Hymn                              “Seek Ye First”                                        W&P 122 
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Communion Hymn                        “Great is Thy Faithfulness”                                            ELW 733 
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Prayer after Communion 

L:  God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, 
our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your goodness and bear witness to the one 
we have received:  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

A:   Amen. 
SENT FOR WORK AND WITNESS 

Announcements 

 

Blessing 
 

L:   Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.  Almighty God ☩ 

Bless you with grace, mercy, and peace, now and forever. 
A:   Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn                                            “Go My Children”                                                ELW 543 
 
 
 

 
 
Dismissal  
 
L: Go in peace.  Live in love as Christ loved us. 
A: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude 

 

Portions of this liturgy are from Sundays and Seasons and used by permission – License #SAS002379. 


