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Holy Communion Instructions 
 

The Lutheran Church teaches that Jesus Christ is truly present in, with, and under the bread and wine. Christ offers 
forgiveness of sin and new life in community through this sacrament. You are welcome at Christ’s table. 

Those who do not commune may come forward with their arms crossed over their chests to receive a blessing. 
Communion today will be by intinction. You may dip your wafer into either the darker colored liquid—the wine, or the 
lighter colored grape juice. 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 
Prelude   

 

Welcome and Call to Worship 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

L: Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy never runs out. 

A: Amen. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Pontiac, IL 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 22, 2019 

The people of St. Paul 

gather to worship, 

reach out and serve the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

February 10, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

Int 

 

 

As we are invited today to consider what it 

means to be managers (rather than owners) 

of all that we have, it is crucial to recall that 

we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, 

himself human, . . . gave himself a ransom 

for all.” Apart from the generosity of God 

we have nothing—we are nothing. By God’s 

gracious favor we have everything we need. 

Presiding Minister:  Pastor Mathew Berger 

Worship Steward:  Brad Solberg 
Musician:  Sara Solberg 
Lector:  Nathan Joerndt 
Psalms:  Ethan Schumm 
Acolyte:  Ethan Schumm 
Ushers:  Sara & Dan Gschwendtner 
Greeters:  Jeanne & Steve Rapp 
Prayers:  Julie Mehlberg 
Communion Prep:  Kris Lambert 
Comm. Assist:  Marvin Miller & Mark Mackinson 
Hospitality:  Blayne Dixon & Sara Solberg 
SS Teacher:  Mary Leach 
Counters: Jake Dixon & Mark Mackinson 

Introduction 

Flowers this morning were given by Doug & Peggie Schneeman in memory of Corey Schneeman’s birthday. 
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L: God whose love never quits: 
 Help us admit that we have been wrong. 

Give us the word the world cannot. 
Tell us again you believe in us, 
So we can love ourselves and each other like you do. 

A: Amen. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
L: Loving God, 

A: We confess that we have turned from your way 

 To follow our own ways. 

 Forgive us for the times 

 We have spoken or acted too quickly; 

 We have not spoken or acted at all; 

 We have hurt those closest to us; 

 We have hurt those we have yet to know; 

 We have thought more about ourselves than others; 

 We have thought less of ourselves than we ought. 

 Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, 

 So that we can live again as your children. 

 Amen. 
 
L:  Here’s the good news! 
 Even when we have done wrong, God sees the good in us. 
 Even when we have messed up, God gives us a fresh start. 
 God’s love never runs out. 
 God never tires of calling us beloved children. 
 Hear God say to you now:  Your sins are forgiven. 
A: Amen. 
 
 
 
Greeting  
 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 
A:  And also, with you. 
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Gathering Hymn                          “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak”                       ELW 676                          
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Prayer of the Day  
 
L: God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another.  Keep our feet from all 

evil paths.  Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

A:  Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Following the message, children are invited to Children’s Chapel) 
 
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD 
 
First Reading–Amos 8: 4-7 
 
L:    A reading from Amos. 
 

4     Hear this, you who trample on the needy and destroy the poor of the land, 5 saying,  “When will the 

new moon be over so that we may sell grain and the Sabbath so that we may offer wheat for sale, 

make the ephah smaller, enlarge the shekel, and deceive with false balances,6 in order to buy the 

needy for silver and the helpless for sandals, and sell garbage as grain?” 7 The Lord has sworn by the 

pride of Jacob: Surely, I will never forget what they have done. 

   
L: The Word of the Lord.          
             
A:  Thanks be to God.             

Psalm 113 
  
L: A reading from Psalm 113. 
 
L: Hallelujah!  Give praise you servants of the Lord; praise the name of the Lord. 
A: Let the name of the Lord be blessed, from this time forth evermore. 
 
L: From the rising of the sun to it's going down let the name of the Lord be praised. 
A: The Lord is high above all nations; God’s glory above the heavens. 
 
L: Who is like the Lord our God, who sits enthroned on high, 
A: But stoops to behold the heavens and the earth? 
 
L:        The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from the ashes, enthroning them with 

the rulers, with the rulers of the people. 
A: The Lord makes the woman of a childless house to be a joyful mother of children.  Hallelujah! 
 
L: Holy wisdom, Holy word. 
A: Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading–1 Timothy 2: 1-7 

 

L: A reading from 1 Timothy. 

 

2 First of all, then, I ask that requests, prayers, petitions, and thanksgiving be made for all people. 2 

Pray for kings and everyone who is in authority so that we can live a quiet and peaceful life in complete 

godliness and dignity. 3 This is right and it pleases God our savior, 4 who wants all people to be saved 
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and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 There is one God and one mediator between God and 

humanity, the human Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a payment to set all people free. This was a 

testimony that was given at the right time. 7 I was appointed to be a preacher and apostle of this 

testimony—I’m telling the truth and I’m not lying! I’m a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

  

L: The Word of the Lord.           
  

A: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please rise as you are able for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                 
 

 
 
    

 
 
Gospel–Luke 16: 1-13 
  
L:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
 
A:   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

16 Jesus also said to the disciples, “A certain rich man heard that his household manager was wasting 

his estate. 2 He called the manager in and said to him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give me a report 

of your administration because you can no longer serve as my manager.’ 

3 “The household manager said to himself, What will I do now that my master is firing me as his 

manager? I’m not strong enough to dig and too proud to beg. 4 I know what I’ll do so that, when I am 

removed from my management position, people will welcome me into their houses. 

5 “One by one, the manager sent for each person who owed his master money. He said to the first, 

‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil.’ The manager said to 

him, ‘Take your contract, sit down quickly, and write four hundred fifty gallons.’ 7 Then the manager 
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said to another, ‘How much do you owe?’ He said, ‘One thousand bushels of wheat.’ He said, ‘Take 

your contract and write eight hundred.’ 

8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he acted cleverly. People who belong to 

this world are more clever in dealing with their peers than are people who belong to the light. 9 I tell 

you, use worldly wealth to make friends for yourselves so that when it’s gone, you will be welcomed into 

the eternal homes. 

10 “Whoever is faithful with little is also faithful with much, and the one who is dishonest with little is 

also dishonest with much. 11 If you haven’t been faithful with worldly wealth, who will trust you with true 

riches? 12 If you haven’t been faithful with someone else’s property, who will give you your own? 13 No 

household servant can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 

loyal to the one and have contempt for the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

 
         
 

L:  The gospel of the Lord.           
               
A:  Praise to you, O, Christ.           
    
 
Message                                                                                                       Pastor Mathew Berger 
 
 
Hymn of the Day                      “Take, Oh Take Me as I Am”                                           ELW 814 
                                                                Sing 3 times 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third 
day, he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
   
Throughout the prayers of intercession, you will hear “We pray to you, O Lord”.  Please respond by singing 
“Hear Our Prayer”. 

 
 
 
Pastor:  Trusting in your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Sharing the Peace  
 
L:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A:  And also with you. 
 
You are invited to share a sign of God’s peace with your neighbors. 
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Offering–  
 

As we continue with our offering, please sign the attendance book located at the end of each pew. 
Guests and visitors, please include your address and phone number. 
 
Presentation of the Gifts 

 
Please rise, as you are able, while the gifts are brought forward. 
 
Offering Prayer 

 

L: God our provider, 

A: We bring nothing into this world, and we can take nothing out of it.  Accept the gifts you have 
first given us, which we bring to your table, and with them the offering of our lives.  Nourish us 
now with the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 
 
 

  

Great Thanksgiving  

L:   The Lord be with you. 
A:   And also with you. 
L:   Lift up your hearts. 
A:   We lift them to the Lord. 
L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
A:  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
 
Preface  
L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=47&hl=en&biw=1920&bih=985&tbm=isch&tbnid=ErYQJYrsib8AwM:&imgrefurl=http://www.bestchurchsupplies.com/products/GS39&docid=0YvdvALeanplkM&imgurl=http://www.bestchurchsupplies.com/images/attendancepadholderBK.jpg&w=126&h=120&ei=m2BPULWBAqOryQH81oHYBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1167&vpy=775&dur=704&hovh=96&hovw=100&tx=62&ty=84&sig=107086153480104895099&page=2&tbnh=96&tbnw=100&ndsp=58&ved=1t:429,r:36,s:47,i:21
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Words of Institution  
 
Lord's Prayer  
 
L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
A:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.   

 For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Invitation to Communion  
 
L:   Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.  Come, take your place at the feast. 
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Communion Hymn                              “All are Welcome”                                        ELW 641 
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Communion Hymn                             “Here is Bread                                           ELW 483 
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Prayer after Communion 

L:  God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, 
our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your goodness and bear witness to the one 
we have received:  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

A:   Amen. 
SENT FOR WORK AND WITNESS 

Announcements 

 

Blessing 
 

L:   Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.  Almighty God ☩ 

Bless you with grace, mercy, and peace, now and forever. 
A:   Amen. 
 
 
Dismissal  
 
L: Go in peace.  Live in love as Christ loved us. 
A: Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude 

 

Portions of this liturgy are from Sundays and Seasons and used by permission – License #SAS002379. 


