St. Paul Lutheran Church
Pontiac, IL
August 23, 2020
12th Sunday after Pentecost

We gather to worship, reach out, and serve the Lord.
Welcome
Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church. Whether you have worshipped with us many
times, or this is your first time, there is a place for you here. Your presence among us is
a gift.
God’s Peace be with you,
Pastor Mathew
Contact Pastor Mathew
Cell: 815-200-9256
Email: pastormathewberger@gmail.com

Friday is Pastor Mathew’s day off.

Introduction to the day
Introduction
In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from
which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s
bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the
church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies
as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the
table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed.

GATHERING
1

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
Forgive us, O God.
We place our hope in ourselves
And rely on our own efforts.
Forgive us, O God.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
Forgive us, O God.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
As you have welcomed us.
Forgive us, O God.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace,
Forgive us, O God.
Through your love, renew us;
And in your Spirit, lead us;
So that we may live and serve you in newness of life.
Forgive us, O God.
Beloved God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit. Let the church say amen.
Amen.
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Greeting
L:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

A:

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life.
Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may glady
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
WORD
Reading – Romans 12:1-8
L:

A reading from Romans

So, brothers and sisters, because of God’s mercies, I encourage you to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice that is holy and pleasing to God. This is your appropriate
priestly service. 2 Don’t be conformed to the patterns of this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your minds so that you can figure out what God’s will is—what is
good and pleasing and mature.
3 Because of the grace that God gave me, I can say to each one of you: don’t think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think. Instead, be reasonable since God has
measured out a portion of faith to each one of you. 4 We have many parts in one body,
but the parts don’t all have the same function. 5 In the same way, though there are
many of us, we are one body in Christ, and individually we belong to each other. 6 We
have different gifts that are consistent with God’s grace that has been given to us. If
your gift is prophecy, you should prophesy in proportion to your faith. 7 If your gift is
service, devote yourself to serving. If your gift is teaching, devote yourself to teaching. 8
If your gift is encouragement, devote yourself to encouraging. The one giving should do
it with no strings attached. The leader should lead with passion. The one showing mercy
should be cheerful.

L:
A:

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise as you are able for the reading of the Holy Gospel.
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Gospel–Matthew 16: 13-20
L:
A:

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

when Jesus came to the area of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who
do people say the Human One[a] is?”
13 Now

14 They

replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or
one of the other prophets.”
15 He

said, “And what about you? Who do you say that I am?”

16 Simon

Peter said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

19 I’ll

give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Anything you fasten on earth will be
fastened in heaven. Anything you loosen on earth will be loosened in heaven.” 20 Then
he ordered the disciples not to tell anybody that he was the Christ. 17 Then Jesus
replied, “Happy are you, Simon son of Jonah, because no human has shown this to
you. Rather my Father who is in heaven has shown you. 18 I tell you that you are
Peter.[b] And I’ll build my church on this rock. The gates of the underworld won’t be able
to stand against it.
L:
A:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O, Christ.

Sermon

Special Music

Pastor Mathew Berger
“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy.” The congregation is invited to respond, “hear
our prayer”.
Sharing the Peace
L:
A:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

You are invited to share a sign of God’s peace with your neighbors by saying or typing,
“Peace be with you.”
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Offerings can be given by mail or online. You can send a check to St. Paul Lutheran
Church 210 Deerfield Rd Pontiac, IL 61764. You can give online at
http://www.stpaulpontiac.org/

Offering Prayer
L:

A:

God of goodness and growth,
all creation is yours,
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Water and word, wine and bread:
these are signs of your abundant grace.
Nourish us through these gifts,
that we might proclaim your steadfast love
in our communities and in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
Amen.

Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord's Prayer
L:
A:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
L:

Friends of Jesus, share in this meal. Receive nourishment for your journey.
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Prayer after Communion
L: God of the welcome table,
In this meal we have feasted on your goodness
And have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts
So that we may share your neighborly love with all,
Through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.
A: Amen.
Announcements
Blessing of the Backpacks (A blessing for students, teachers and staff)
SENDING

Benediction
L:
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
A: Amen.

Dismissal
L:
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
A:
Thanks be to God.
Licensing information for this Worship Service:
CCLI Copyright License A 2440181 9/30/2020 + Streaming License A 20530290
5/31/2021
Sundays and Seasons License Sundays and Seasons v.20200325.1254
Thank you to all those who contributed to today’s service: Worship Slides: Julie
Mehlberg, Lector: Brad Solberg, Ushers: Brad Solberg & Steve Rapp, Musician: Sara
Solberg.
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