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Holy Week is full of drama! 
 
It starts with a modest parade on Palm Sunday. No prior publicity. No tickets for admission. Just 
palm branches waving and a spontaneous crowd. Humble, despite the shouts of acclamation for 
the One who is coming in the name of the Lord. On the other hand, the hot ticket was for the pa-
rade across town ï the pageant of Romeôs power and might, horses prancing, shields shining, 
soldiers marching. 
 
God shows up in the least expected places. 
 
On Thursday, Jesus gathers with his disciples for a final meal and, by one account, a ceremoni-
al washing of feet. It symbolizes the love and service to which Jesus was called, and to which 
they are being called. There are no intricate plans mapped out. No specific strategies dis-
cussed. Just simple, everyday, earthy stuff in the face of ominous circumstances ï with betrayal 
imminent, and abandonment just a day away. Bread and wine. Body and blood. The cleansing 
of feet. 
 
God shows up in ordinary places. 
 
Soon enough there is a rigged trial and convenient condemnation. The innocent One is branded 
the worst of criminals. The Holy One is abandoned. Disciples flee. Hope retreats. Humiliation 
and suffering lead to death on a cross.  My God, my Godé Where was God in the dying? 
Where was God in the waiting? Never far away. 
 
Because then ï beyond reason, hope or imagination ï on Sunday, the sun came up. God raised 
Jesus from the dead. The worst the world can do is overcome by the God who is always near, 
and who is never bound, not even by death. And if death canôt stop God, well, what can? 
 
This is the story of Holy Week. The greatest story ever told. 
 
Your worship team decided to bring back Palm Sunday ï without the additional observance of 
Passion Sunday on the same day. This way the greatest story ever told can be shared in its 
original timeline. (There are practical reasons for the more recent emphasis on the dayôs dual 
themes: many people canôt attend services during the week, so they need to hear the crucifixion 
story on this Sunday.) 
 
But Palm Sunday gives us language to express ñGod with us.ò The crowd gets it.  ñBlessed is 
the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!ò The one at the 
center of this parade of palms is none other than Immanuel.  Hosanna, indeed. And even be-
tween Good Friday and Easter Sunday we get a day to move between sorrow and joy, between 
suffering and glory, between death and life. The time matters. 
 
As we worship together this Holy Week, come and bear witness to the full range of human expe-
rience. Bear witness to the abundant grace of a loving God, from a parade with shouts of praise 
led by our children, to a meal framed by promise and betrayal, to the frightened flight of follow-
ers and a gruesome death and, finally, to an empty tomb. 
 
Because God shows up in all places. A lot can happen in seven days.   
 
Peace+ 
Pastor Christine 
 
PS ï See something else happening during Holy Week in another article, a new way 
weôre going to be Christ in the world together through a new service project. 
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ROADSIDE CLEAN-UPï AND 
FILLING EASTER EGGS            
SATURDAY, APRIL 12TH 

Join us on Saturday, April 12th, for 
our annual Roadside Clean-Up. 
Weôll meet at 9 AM at church before 
heading out. 
All are welcomeðkids & adults! 
Wear long pants & sturdy, comforta-
ble shoes. 
Clean-up will take about 1 hour. 
We will also be filling Easter Eggs 
with candy for the Easter Egg Hunt 
on Easter morning! 

April 2 & 9  

Soup Supper @ 5:15 pm  

     Holden Evening Prayer @ 6 pm  

 

Palm Sunday:  

April 13 @ 10 am   

 

Maundy Thursday  

    April 17 @ 6 pm   

 

   

Good Friday:  

    April 18 @ 6 pm  

                

Easter:  

                  April 17  

Breakfast & Egg Hunt 

@ 9am 

Service @ 10 am  

A special thank  you to 

Tammy  Oliver for hand 

painting and gifting each 

of  us a stone reminder 

that òA lot can happen in 

seven days.ó May this be a 

blessing to you through-

out the year.  
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L.E.O. gathers St. Paul members and friends on the third 

Wednesday of each month to enjoy dinner out.  However, 

due to Lent we will not be meeting again to eat out until April 

16.  We will meet on Wednesday, April 16 at 5:30 pm at 

Marioôs! 
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Rebecca Circle will meet in the fellowship hall on Thursday 
April 17 at 1:30. Hostess will be Ginger Bauknecht and lead-
ing the lesson will be Sandy Erickson. This monthôs study 
from Gather magazine, by Denise Rector, addresses ñfaith 
risks.ò The story from Mark 5 is about Jairus and the faithful 
woman.  
We welcome you to join us - donôt worry if you donôt get the 
magazine - we can make copies.  
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Health and Wellness Sunday is the third Sunday of each 

month. Mary Leach or one of our parish nurses will be on 

hand before and after worship to check blood pressure, 

blood sugar, and to help with questions about your health. 
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Our food pantry collections for the month of April are Toilet 

Paper and 1lb boxes of spaghetti. Thanks for being the 

hands and feet of Jesus in our community! 

Join us for Adult Bible Study group which meets at 6 pm on 

the second and fourth Mondayôs of each month at the Church.  

The sessions will be led by Pastor Christine and Tami Put-

nam 
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