
4ÈÅ -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒ 
*ÕÌÙ φτφω 

Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure in the world.  
Martin Luther 

 

SON & SONG Summer Showdown! 
 

Martin Luther considered music a gift from God that should be praised and used to spread the 
gospel. He saw music as a powerful tool for education, capable of conveying Godôs Word and 
awakening faith in the hearts of believers. Luther even compared its importance to theology! 
 
And so, a significant part of our Lutheran tradition is to ñmake a joyful noise.ò In doing so week 
after week, month after month, year after year, music finds a special place in our hearts.  
 
A few years ago, students at Luther Seminary in St. Paul organized a hymn bracket like the 
kind we see every year during basketballôs March Madness. A hymn required so many  
nominations to make the tournament, and then hymns were paired against each other,  
with students voting on their favorites.  
 
Your Worship Team thought weôd have a little fun this summer focusing on the theology of 
hymnody through a friendly competition - the SON & SONG Summer Showdown.  
 
What is your favorite hymn? Praise song? Contemporary Christian video/song? I know you 
have one! Or twoé Or threeé Itôs that hymn/song that makes your heart leap when you see it 
listed in the bulletin.  
 
Hereôs how it will work. June 29 through July 17 there will be a display on the table outside of 
the sanctuary. Write the name of your favorite hymn on a small piece of paper provided and 
place it in a voting box. In this round, vote for your favorite more than once or vote for several 
different songs. On July 20 we will announce the top hymns/songs and begin voting on the 
brackets. For example, ñAmazing Graceò vs. ñBeautiful Saviorò with the winner moving on to 
the next round. Weôll know the winning hymn by Labor Day.  
 
Then mark your calendars for Sunday, Sept. 7.  Weôll kick off our new program year with a 
special hymn-sing worship service of top vote getters that you wonôt want to miss. Lunch and 
the mission work of ñGodôs Work, Our Handsò will follow. 
 
I also will keep you up to date via email, so if you want to vote electronically you can do so.  
By the way, ñBe Thou My Visionò claimed the top prize at Luther. What do you think will win 
here at St. Paul Lutheran?   
 

Pastor Christine 
 

As long as we live there is never enough singing. 
Martin Luther 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/180790
https://www.azquotes.com/author/9142-Martin_Luther
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/443038


Thank you!  

A special thanks to Betsy Westergreen for her  

leadership of the LifeLong Learning Teamðand to 

all of the teachers and volunteers who made  

Vacation Bible School such a fun night. Thanks also 

to all who donated canned goods and participated 

in teaching the kids that God multiples our gifts. 






