St. Paul Lutheran Church
The Messenger

Lent:
It's about Jesus. But

you have choices,

too.

Friends in Christ:

Together we are entering the season of
Lent. I've written a lot about how St. Paul
Lutheran Church will take this journey on
another page. Please take a look as we
have some special things planned. Spoiler:
it includes holding the world in your hands
as you pray! But | wanted to talk a bit here
about the “why” behind it all.

Lent is the 40-day season (excluding Sun-
days) of penitence and preparation for Ho-
ly Week and Easter. The 40 days recall
Jesus’ 40-day fast in the wilderness after
his Baptism, as well as Moses’ 40-day fast
on Mount Sinai.

Practically speaking, Lenten obligations
once required by ancient Canon Law have
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been replaced with Christian freedom to
participate. We do so out of a desire to
be close to God, to enhance faith in
Christ, and to cultivate greater habits of
love for our neighbor.

Martin Luther believed that Lent was a
time to strengthen faith and remember
Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrec-
tion. But Luther urged that Lent be kept
as a choice, not as a requirement. You
do not need to observe Lent to be
saved. Luther stressed that the church
can’t demand you participate, as if your
forgiveness from Christ depends on it. It
doesn’t. In fact, that thinking diminishes
the atoning work of our Lord on the
Cross.

But Luther did see Lenten practices as
an opportunity for us. And so does your
pastor! So, what does it look like in 2025
to observe this ancient liturgical sea-
son? Ditch “sweets and meats”? Is Lent
more about losing something or gaining
something? And why, in your already
busy schedules, should you attend mid-
week Lenten services or read, study
and pray the devotional? (cont'd)
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Because these are not easy times for
many. We know the challenges our world
faces. Yet the season of Lent reminds us
that God is not yet through with us or our
world. Amid our own dependence on
God, we know by faith that God is even
now at work, drawing us toward resurrec-
tion and restoration.

These 40 days are a season to reflect
and remember, to look forward and
ahead.

| invite you to take a breath. To pray. To
consider how you live out justice toward
God, justice toward others, and justice
toward yourself. For all of you are chil-
dren of God deserving of the justice you
would offer others.

And one more thing. The ancient under-
standing of Lent as both a time for baptis-
mal preparation and baptismal renewal is
being rediscovered in Lutheran prac-
tice. On Sunday, March 23, St. Paul will
welcome five children in baptism in the
name of Christ. On Sunday, April 6 we
will welcome four members of another
family in baptism. These will be very spe-
cial days indeed. Join us!

Pastor Christine

Please hold in prayer: Aman-

da Garcia, Blayne Dixon, Carol

Carter, Becky Edinger, Darla
Q Dixon, Bobbie Jo Snyder, Desti-
ny Ben-Nun, Aaron, Bridgette,
Roger Austin, Jack Bristow, Car- prayer request to be added to
ey, baby Macey and Sara

Gschwendtner.

tact Pastor Christine at pastor
@stpaulpontiac.org (cell: 414
698 2898 or Julie Mehlberg at
jimehlberg@gmail.com or call
815.848.6256. If you have a

the worship service prayers,
please sign the sheet on the of-
fice desk. St. Paul prayer part-

If you have a confidential prayer ners stand ready to surround
request that you would like

you with prayer!

members of our church prayer
chain to pray over, please con-
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Altar Flowers

If you would like to donate
flowers in memory of or hon- Lutheran Church, noting
or of someone, please sign “altar flowers” on the memo
your name on the flower

chart located on the kiosk. for your donations.

checks payable to St. Paul

line. Thank you in advance

Flowers are $25. Make



LENT 2025

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, when we hear the words no one really wants to say out loud: you are
dust, and to dust you shall return. Lent invites us to sit with the weight of what we carry — our mortality,
the grief, the regrets, the messes we can’t untangle, our humanity.

Ash Wednesday (March 5)

There will be several ways for you to participate in the imposition of ashes.
- Noon to 1 p.m.: Drive by the front of the church and Pastor Christine will
come out to your car for an imposition of ashes.

- 6 p.m. Ash Wednesday service in the sanctuary.

- If neither of those options are possible for you, a limited number of “Ashes
to go” kits for home use will be available on Sunday, March 2 or by request.
The kit includes ashes, instructions, and a prayer card. Each kit serves four people.

Weekly Lenten suppers and services

Lent is a time of reflection and penitence. Each of us and our world carries heavy burdens. Yet Jesus is
with us. When we get lost in ourselves and our worries, we sometimes experience a loss of faith. But Jesus
is holding us. Now. Always.

Join us each Wednesday night at 5:15 p.m. March 12, 19, 26, April 2, and April 9 for gi* ¥
a simple supper followed by a service of Holden Evening Prayer at 6 p.m. Pastor :
Christine will dive into the Psalms considering topics such as grief, hurt, anger, fear
and longing. We hold each other and our hurting world in our prayers. During Lent,
we will have something special for the kids and offer you a hand-sized world to liter-
ally hold in your hands during services and personal prayer as a physical representa-
tion of our petitions to God.

Devotions: The Hardest Part: hurt we carry, hope we find
You can download your own copy here: katebowler.com/lent - or hard copies will be available as well.

Joy and sorrow. Love and loss. Big wins and even bigger failures. We cling tightly to the beautiful mo-
ments, but then some creeping ache reminds us that everything — everything — is so much more fragile
than we’d like to admit. Life can be too much. And Lent is the season where we sit in that heaviness. For
40 days, we face the truth: life is fragile, and so are we.

We love the joy and triumph of Easter morning, but first, we have to sit with Good Friday. Jesus, who we
look to for hope and healing, suffers and dies. His pain is real, just like ours. We can’t rush past it. We can’t
skip to the good part, because it’s through the deepest hurt that we begin to understand what it means to
be fully broken.

In The Hardest Part: Hurt We Carry, Hope We Find, we’ll walk through these paradoxes together. Each
day you’ll find Scripture, a reflection, a response prompt, and a blessing to remind you that grace has a
way of sneaking in, even when life feels impossible.

- Description written by author Kate Bowler

| HOLY WEEK 2025
. Mark your calendars for special services Sunday, April 13, Thursday, April 17 and
Friday, April 18. A lot can happen in 7 days!




New Prayer Ministry

St. Paul Lutheran Church is now a
“Partner in Healing” with BroMenn Med-
ical Center, Bloomington. This ministry
from the Spiritual Care Department en-
visions every area of the hospital being
covered in prayer. This year we are as-
signed to pray specifically for the Moth-
er-Baby Unit, Pediatrics/Infusion, Facili-
ties, and valet services. We will pray for
patients, families, and staff during wor-
ship services, and | encourage you to
add them to your private prayers. The
OSF facilities do not currently have this
kind of program, so we will add OSF
hospitals broadly into our prayers as
well. Most of us know how difficult it is
to be in the hospital — or to have a
loved one there. Let’s be partners in
healing through prayer.
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BREAD MINISTRY

Have you noticed the homemade bread
offered during communion these past
weeks? It was noted in a recent meeting
that not everyone loves wafers, so Julie
Mehlberg jumped in and made the Lu-
ther Seminary recipe that we've en-
joyed. Since this has been popular,
we’re hoping to find a few bakers to take
turns making the bread. We will offer
homemade bread depending on how
many volunteers we get. Let Pastor
Christine know if you’re willing to give
the recipe a try.

Electronic announcements!

Did you notice the new electronic announcement kiosk outside of our worship
space? A tremendous thank you to our anonymous donors for this new addi-
tion to our experience. Now we are looking for volunteers to learn how to cre-
ate the items that rotate each week. It's not difficult, can be worked on at
home, and can be learned easily. If you're interested, please contact Pastor
Christine or Betsy Westergreen.

Discussion on Cross-generational
Ministry

Louis and Lucy Kehinde were elected to be St. Paul’'s delegates
to the Northeast Conference Assembly at our annual meeting.
(Thank you for serving Louis and Lucy.) Deacon Jason Fisher,
Central/Southern lllinois Synod Director for Evangelical Mission,
will discuss cross-generational ministry in and within congrega-
tions. Anyone interested in confirmation, youth ministry, and
cross-generational ministry are welcome to attend the assembly
as non-voting members. The meeting will begin with registration
at 2 p.m. Sunday, May 9 at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1126 N.
Thomas St., Gilman IL.
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Red Bag!

T We will continue with Red

Bag collections on the 2nd
Sunday of each month.
March - Hope Center,
Livingston County

e Donations provide educational
materials, medical supplies,
clothing, formula, diapers and
much more to help make clients’
journeys successful!

Financial Secretary

After many years of faithful service
Financial Secretary Dawn Boitnott is
stepping down. We give thanks for
the years she gave her time and tal-
ent in this capacity! Dawn has gra-
ciously offered to remain in the posi-
tion until a new volunteer can be
trained. If you are willing to serve as
Financial Secretary, please contact
Pastor Christine or incoming Council
President Louis Kehinde.

Chicken Supper

A Chicken Supper has been planned for March 1 from 4-7

pm. Tickets will be $15 (kids $5) this will include chicken,

mashed potatoes, green beans, drink, roll and dessert. Jack

Y ———@—— Bristow is heading up this team and will need all the help he
DINNER can get to make this a successful fund-raiser for the Church.
Please sign up on the sheets on the Kiosk or see Jack if you

are willing to help out in any way.

Be sure to sign up for an East-
er Lily to honor or remember
your loved ones!! Sign-up
Sheet is located on the Kiosk
in the Narthex. Price is
$12.99 ea. Deadline to order is
March 21!

TEXT MESSAGES

If you would like to receive
text messages with remind-
ers and special announce-
ments, please sign up for the
St. Paul Texting Service by
completing the following:
Send a text to 81010

Text the message:
@stpaul210



S C H E D U L E ASH WEDNESEHY

ASh we dnes day Svc. AND TO DUST YOU SHAIL RETURN.”
March 5@ 6 pm

Wednesday Evening
A Meal & Services
March 12,19, 26 & April 2 & 9
Soup Supper @ 5:15 pm
Holden Evening Prayer @ 6 pm

Palm Sunday:
April13 @ 10 am

——" Maundy Thursday

Nauadyy ~ Aprit 17 @ 6 pm
(larsy
: _ Good Friday:
April 18 @ 6 pm
Easter:
April 17

Breakfast & Egg Hunt @ 9am
Service @ 10 am

CHRIST™:LORD
s RISEN TODAY!




BIBLE STUDAY AVAILABLE!

Join us for Adult Bible Study group which meets at 6 pm on
the second and fourth Monday’s of each month at the
Church. The sessions will be led by Pastor Christine and
Tami Putnam.

L.E.O. (Let’s Eat Out)

L.E.O. gathers St. Paul members and friends on the third
Wednesday of each month to enjoy dinner out. However,
due to Lent we will not be meeting again to eat out until April
16. We will meet on Wednesday, April 16 at 5:30 pm at
Mario’s!
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WELLNESS SUNDAY
;;ﬂlucuses

Zemlind Health and Wellness Sunday is the third Sunday of each

month. Mary Leach or one of our parish nurses will be on
hand before and after worship to check blood pressure,

blood sugar, and to help with questions about your health.
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REBECCA CIRCLE

“‘Rebecca Circle will meet on Thursday, March 20th at 1:30
pm in the fellowship hall. Hostess will be Jean Harrison and
leading the lesson will be Donna Buckler.

The lesson is another inspiring study on “Faithfulness” by
Denise Rector, centered on Peter and Cornelius and loving
our neighbor. Please join us!”

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

Our food pantry collections for the month of March/April
are Toilet Paper and 1lb boxes of spaghetti. Thanks for
being the hands and feet of Jesus in our community!




ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
UPWARD BASEBALL
-I-

REGISTER:

WWW.STPAULPONTIAC.ORG

St. Paul Lutheran Upward Baseball

Upward Sports is a national organization with the mission of promoting Jesus through
sport. The organization provides resources and guidance for churches looking to start
a sports ministry program to serve youth. Upward is already in Pontiac; Pontiac Bible
hosted their first Upward soccer season this past fall with 65 participants, and the First
Baptist Church is in their second basketball season with 120 kids playing. In addition to
providing practice outlines for coaches so the season experience is identical for each
child, devotions with gospel messages are provided for practices and game days.

This summer, right here on our church grounds, we will be hosting a t-ball/coach pitch
baseball program for youth ages 3-7 from our congregation and the surrounding com-
munities. No matter a family’s zip code or denomination, all are welcome! We are fortu-
nate to be able to leverage the positive associations with Upward that have come from
Pontiac Bible and First Baptists’ programs. According to Upward, 51% of participants
say they do not have a denomination. On average, one player brings 3 to 4 family
members with them on game day. Not only will the program benéefit the children of our
church, but given these statistics, we are being given an amazing outreach opportuni-

ty.

The participant registration link will be live on the church’s website on March 1st so we
can begin promotion at the Chicken Supper. We will have opportunities for church
members to assist in a variety of capacities with the season, so stay tuned for more
information that will be coming after March 1st!

Teams will have their first practice on May 27th. We will have games every Saturday in
June. Upward provides jerseys in colorways that resemble MLB teams, so that will be
a fun aspect for the kids! We hope there will be a lot of enthusiasm with the program,
as this opportunity aligns directly with the church’s desire to minister to youth. We have
a great group of our own kiddos to serve, and there is a need in our community as
well. Please share your excitement for this program with any families who might benefit
from it!
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Newsletter & Announcements

Please send any announcements or articles for the
April newsletter to stpaulpontiac@gmail.com by
March 20.

Announcements for the bulletin are due by 9 am
Thursday mornings.

Anniversaries
Herman & Janice Schmidt 3/16
Jeff & Darla Dixon 3/19 March Church Events

March 1 - Chicken Supper - 4-7 pm

March 2 - Worship Service @ 10 am (Installation of Council)
March 5 - Ash Wednesday Service @ 6 pm

March 6 - Bibles and Bagels @ 9:30 am

March 9 - Worship Service @ 10 am

March 10 - Bible Study @ 6 pm

March 12 - Lenten Supper @ 5:15 pm & Holden Evening

Birthdays Service @ 6 pm
Tammy Oliver 3/2 March 16 - Worship Service @ 10 am
Amanda Schumm 3/3 March 17 - Council Meeting @ 5:30 pm
Brenda Russow 3/5 March 19 - Lenten Supper @ 5:15 pm & Holden Evening
Kylee Claypool 3/9 Service @ 6 pm
Bryce Claypool 3/11 March 20 - Rebecca Circle @ 1:30 pm
Carl Thorson 3/18 March 21 - Easter Lily Sign-up Deadline
Max Gschwendtner 3/21 March 23 - Worship Service with Baptisms
Brianna Schumm 3/21 March 24 - Bible Study @ 6 pm
Brooklyn Delheimer 3/26 March 26 - Lenten Supper @ 5:15 pm & Holden Evening

Mary Leach 3/30 Service @ 6 pm
Jennifer Bauknecht 3/31
Jayden Folkerts 3/31

FORTY DAYS PRAYER
St. Paul Lutheran Church
210 Deerfield Rd
Pontiac, IL 61764
Phone: 815-842-2095
E-Mail: stpaulpontiac@gmail.com
Web: www.stpaulpontiac.org
Facebook.com/stpaulpontiac
Pastor Christine:

pastor@stpaulpontiac.org
Cell: 414 698 2898
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