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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

 

Cultivating Community  
Jesus said, óWhat is the kingdom of God like, and to what should I compare it? It is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in the garden; it grew and became a tree, and 
the birds of the air made nests in its branches.ô - Luke 13:18-19  
 
Itôs the time of year when many have seeds on the brain. All things are possible in the garden 
right now. We might enjoy ripe tomatoes, sweet green beans, and crunchy carrots. Or we 
could end up with slug-eaten leaves, tomato rot, carrots stubbier than my thumb, and green 
beans devoured by bunnies. Thatôs all possible, too. What will make the difference? Some 
factors we canôt control - sunshine, rain, temperature, wind. (So much wind this spring!) Not 
every seed will blossom.  
 
But cultivating does make a difference. Working fertilizer into the soil; digging up the old 
roots; spacing out the seeds so they have room to grow; watering regularly. Seemingly small 
tasks add up. (I have no recommendations on the bunnies.)  
 
Jesus often uses agricultural images to talk about the kingdom of God ï the way God works 
in the world. In his day many people spent a lot of time in the dirt, trying to cultivate small 
crops they could live on and share with neighbors. And so, he spoke in ways they could relate 
to: seeds, sowing, wheat, weeds, fig trees, and birds of the air.  
 
I invite you to take time this month to think about cultivating our community. What can we do 
in the garden of St. Paul Lutheran Church?  
 
Can we nurture seeds of faith by supporting our children and families? Can we fertilize the 
roots of community by praying for each other and calling someone just to check in? Can we 
branch out in love for our community by supporting those who are in need ï donating to our 
Red Bag offering of Lutheran Social Services, participating in the Baby Bottles of Hope cam-
paign, keeping our food pantry table and baskets for the St. Clare Compassion Closet filled? 
Can we welcome strangers among us as the Upward Sports T-ball season approaches? Can 
we grow in our own personal faith through RightNow Media materials? Can we begin to imag-
ine new ministries and possibilities? 
 
If, as Jesus said, the kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, then even the smallest things 
have enormous potential. Every act of caring for the garden ï of cultivating community ï is 
done in partnership with God.  
 
The world is hungry for a good harvest. For true belonging. For tables where no one is sent 
away and there is plenty for all. And the only way to get there is by cultivating what matters. 
Tending to the beautiful garden God has given us. Sharing what we have with one another 
and the world.  
 
Itôs the time of the year when we have seeds on the brain. For with God, all things are possi-
ble. Who knows what might bloom?  
 
Pastor Christine 
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Please keep in your prayers: Nancy, Mark, Amanda, 

Carol, Becky, Bobbi Jo, Destiny, Aaron, Roger, Owen, 

Donna, Don and Sara! 

If you have a confidential prayer request that you 

would like members of our church prayer chain to 

pray over, please contact Pastor Christine or Julie 

Mehlberg at jjmehlberg@gmail.com or call 

815.848.6256. If you have a prayer request to be add-

ed to the worship service prayers, please sign the 

sheet on the office desk. St. Paul prayer partners 

stand ready to surround you with prayer! 

If you would like to donate flow-

ers in memory of or honor of 

someone, please sign your name 

on the flower chart located on the 

kiosk.  Flowers are $25.  Make 

checks payable to St. Paul Lu-

theran Church, noting ñaltar flow-

ersò on the memo line. Thank you 

in advance for your donations. 

4ÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ we remembered Jesus' journey through Jerusalem. His triumphal entry on 
Palm Sunday. The Last Supper. His suffering and crucifixion. And ultimately, his glorious 

resurrection on Easter. It was solemn and sacred - and hopeful and triumphal. It takes a lot 

of people to make Lent, Holy Week and Easter happen at St. Paul.  THANK YOU! Thank 

you to the worldôs greatest church staff, worship team, and to the dozens of Saints who 

served in worship, in the kitchen, and in the community. Iôm humbled by the love you have 

for this place and for our Lord. A special thank you to Tammy Oliver for hand-painting and 

gifting us with the stones that set our Holy Week theme, ñA lot can happen in seven days.ò  

Keep those close. Trust God in the moment. Trust God in the unexpected changes. Trust 

God in the mountains and in the valleys. Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!  



#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ #ÌÏÓÅÔ 
Beginning in May until July 25 we will collect gently used and 

clean clothing for all ages. Please 

encourage your friends and family 

members to donate to the Commu-

nity Closet. Items can be dropped 

off at church and placed in the Sun-

day School room on the left side of 

the Hallway. We will also need many 

volunteers to help! This is another great way to be the hands 

and feet of Jesus for those in our community who are in need!  

Please see Mary Leach or e-mail the church office if you are 

interested in helping! 

ST. PAUL TEES 

Let everyone see your church pride! We are 

organizing a St. Paul T-shirt order.  Bella 

Canvas tees (the same brand as our current 

Thrivent shirts) will be used. Infant (3-6, 6-

12, 12-18, and 18-24 months), toddler (2T-

5T), youth (S-XL), and adult (XS-4X) sizes 

are available. Infant & toddler shirts are $12. 

Youth are $13.  Adult (XS-2X) are 

$15.  Adult (3X-4X) are $17.  If other sizes 

are needed, reach out.  Another brand could 

be used. Weôre asking all Upward Sports T-

ball volunteers to wear a St. Paul t-shirt, so 

the community knows who to ask questions while on our campus. But we hope that all St. Paul 

members will wear these at community events like the Community Closet and Chicken dinner, 

along with times out and about. Sign up at the kiosk or go to the St. Paul Website for a link. Con-

tact Becky Edinger with questions via text/call at 815.848.6210 or via email 

at edingerbec@gmail.com. (Thanks, Becky, for taking on this project!)   

Background Checks 
St. Paul Council is requesting background checks for all those congrega-
tional members who interact frequently with our youth. This has been a 
past practice of the church, and they would like it to be reinstated. Jack 
Bristow will have computers set up on Sunday, May 11 from 9:30 till wor-
ship time and then again after worship for 30 minutes. St. Paul Council 
appreciates the faithful service from this dedicated group of volunteers as 
they shepherd our St. Paul youth! Please see Betsy Westergreen or Jack 
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Join us for Adult Bible Study group which meets at 6 pm on the 

second and fourth Mondayôs of each month at the Church.  The 

sessions will be led by Pastor Christine and Tami Putnam 

L.E.O. gathers St. Paul members and friends on the third 

Wednesday of each month to enjoy dinner out.  However, due 

to Lent we will not be meeting again to eat out until April 16.  

We will meet on Wednesday, May 21 at 5:30 pm at Baby 

Bulls! 

Health and Wellness Sunday is the third Sunday of each 

month. Mary Leach or one of our parish nurses will be on 

hand before and after worship to check blood pressure, 

blood sugar, and to help with questions about your health. 

Rebecca Circle will meet in the fellowship hall on Thursday 
May 15th at 1:30. Hostess will be Lucy Kehinde and leading 
the lesson will be Jean Harrison. This monthôs lesson from 
Gather magazine is a devotional, entitled  ñReceiving the 
Spiritôs flameò by Cara Strickland. Included for our own use is 
a Spiritual gifts assessment. 
Please join us!  

Our food pantry collections for the month of May/June are 

chicken noodle soup, cream of mushroom soup and 

canned pasta sauce. Thanks for being the hands and feet 

of Jesus in our community! 



CELEBRATE SENIORS  

ICE CREAM SOCIAL!! 

 
On June 29,  following worship, anyone 

55 or older and young at heart, are in-

vited for an ñOld Fashioned Ice Cream 

Socialò at the Mehlbergôs, 18923 N 

1600 East Rd, Pontiac.  Please join us 

and relax by the water!  For planning 

purposes, there will be a  sign up sheet 

on the kiosk in the Narthex. 
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CEMETERY  
2024 Donations and Memorials--Thank you! 

 

Ted and Ginger Bauknecht--- Donation 

Gladys Knudson Memorial 

St. Paul Lutheran Church----Budgeted Item 

Red Bag Donation ---Members and Friends of St Paul Lutheran Church 

 

If you would like your name listed here, give your donation to either co-treasurer 

Larry Leach or Melissa Rapp (a mail box is in the church office). Please list in 

whose memory you are donating and if you wish to remain anonymous, note that 

as well. 

 

Please consider St. Paul Lutheran Cemetery as a recipient of memorials and tax 

deductible donations. 

 

Thank you! 

Larry Leach and Melissa Rapp, Co-Treasurers 



ST. PAUL UPWARD BASEBALL                   
SCHEDULE 

 

Coaches Meeting &amp; Dinner Ȱ 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 15 
Team Building (Evaluation) Day Ȱ 9 to 11 a.m. Saturday, 
May 17 
Tuesday Practices Ȱ Tuesday, May 26; June 3, 10, 17, 24 
(about 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.) 
Practice Ȱ Thursday, May 28 (about 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.) 
Thursday, June 5 Ȱ Team &amp; Individual Picture Day 
(no practice) 
Games: (about 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.) June 7, 14, 21, 28 
End of Year Celebration Ȱ 12:30 to 1 p.m. Saturday, June 
28, Fellowship Hall 
Rain dates in June if needed. 

A NEW WAY TO SERVE OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED: 

This year St. Paulõs is launching a new mission by partnering with Pastoral Care at 
OSF St. James in the creation of  the St. Clare Compassion Clothing Closet. 
 
Often Emergency Department patientsõ clothes are soiled or destroyed during 
treatment. The patient then cannot wear these clothes when released, so the staff 
sends the person home in paper clothes if  they have no other options. Obviously, a 
less-than-ideal situation. Because we are located so close to the interstate, some 
must travel many miles in these paper scrubs. So, Chaplain Matthew T. Clarke is 
creating the compassion closet and asking local churches to help. Starting on Sun-
day, April 13, you will see a clothes basket with a sign marked for the closet. We 
will gather at least through the season of  Easter and then assess needs after that. 
 
Nothing òfancyó is needed, just simple donations of the basics: T-shirts, tank tops, 
sports bras, undergarments, sweatshirts or sweatpants, tube socks, or any other 
foot covering.  All sizes are appreciated XXS to 3XL. Please note because of  infec-
tion control rules at the hospital, all items must be new. But again, think simple. 
Shop sales. Any item will offer comfort and dignity to someone in need. 
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their spirits! 


