
It is such a centering way to begin and end the 

day! This prayer practice reminds us that our 

lives are a gift from God who sustains us 

through all the days we have in this world.  

 

The prayer asks that God keep us from “sin 

and every evil” during the upcoming day – and 

that God forgive us at days end when we fail.  

 

And maybe the sweetest and most powerful 

phrase is at the end of these prayers. We com-

mend to God “our body and soul, and all 

things.” It is very powerful for us to commend 

our lives to God because it provides an image 

of us literally falling into the arms of our Savior.  

 

I realize starting a habit like daily prayer may 

feel hard to do. Start with simple steps like 

praying the morning prayer. Pray it every day 

for one week. Then, do it again next week. Ex-

perts say within 21 to 66 days, it will be your 

habit. Once the morning prayer is your habit, 

add the evening prayer. I promise you, there is 

no greater way to center your day!  

 

But… if all of that seems like just too much 

Martin Luther also said praying The Lord’s 

Prayer daily is sufficient. Whatever you do, 

however you do it… give thanks and pray!! 

Peace+ 

 

Pastor Christine  
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Beginning and ending your day thanking the Lord 

Most of you know the importance of pray-

er to my faith life, so I’d like to share a per-

sonal routine. Seems appropriate in No-

vember as we give thanks to God for all 

that He has given us. 

 

In the Small Catechism Martin Luther sug-

gests we begin and end our day this way: 

 

Make the sign of the cross and say, 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Then say the Apostles’ Creed and pray the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

 

In the morning finish by praying: 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through  

Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have kept me this night from all harm and 

danger; and I pray that You would keep 

me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. 

For into Your hands I commend myself, 

my body and soul, and all things. Let your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe 

may have no power  

over me. Amen.  

 

At night finish by praying: 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through  

Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I 

pray that You would forgive me all my sins 

where I have done wrong, and graciously 

keep me this night. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and 

all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 

that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen.  



Kid’s singing  

special song for Pastor! 



4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ 3ÔȢ 0ÁÕÌ ×Å 
ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ρρ ÂÌÁÎËÅÔÓ ÁÎÄ φφ 0ÅÒȤ
ÓÏÎÁÌ #ÁÒÅ +ÉÔÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ 
ÎÅÅÄȦ 

Remembering our Saints 
We will observe All Saints' Sunday on No-
vember 2. During the worship service that 
day, loved ones who have been called 
home to the Lord will be remembered and 
recognized in a special presentation. The 
congregation will also be invited to light a 
candle in remembrance of their loved ones. 

Reminder:  If you 

have college stu-

dents or someone 

in the military, be 

sure to turn the 

name into the of-

fice or contact 

Jean Harrison. 

Dear St. Paul Family, 

I want to express my deepest gratitude for 

your incredibly caring and generous ex-

pression of love during Pastor Apprecia-

tion Day. The thoughtful prayers, cards, 

notes, and gifts are a wonderful encour-

agement. And yes, our amazing children 

had me in tears as they sang. I was 

speechless! 

 

It is a true honor to serve as your pastor. 

Experiencing your faith and commitment 

to Christ inspires me every day. Thank 

you for the privilege of walking alongside 

you!  I am truly grateful for each of you 

and excited for what God has in store for 

us as we continue to serve Him together.  

 

In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Christine 



 
Join in immediately after church on Sunday, Nov. 23 to decorate 
the church for Advent. There will be fun crafts for the kids to  
keep them busy and a lunch for all to follow afterward.   

We need your help!  

Dream with us 
St. Paul leadership is forming two groups tasked 

with dreaming and thinking strategically about the 

ways God is nudging us into the future. 

 

Building and Grounds 

So many of you have shared ideas for the incredi-

ble space God has given us. Pavilion with picnic 

tables? Shed or garage or barn? Prayer garden? 

Trees for T-ball areas? I’m sure there are more 

ideas to consider. This team requires people who 

know practical   information about where we can/

cannot build or plant and why. But this team also 

desperately needs visual visionaries. Those of you 

who understand beauty and flowers and the grace 

of sacred spaces. (And yes, some of you have 

BOTH skills!) 

 

Communications 

With T-ball, the Chicken Dinner and other  activi-

ties in the community St. Paul is getting more at-

tention. The old saying goes, you only have one 

chance at a first impression. This team will consid-

er all the ways we communicate — 

both in worship and outside the church 

walls. First priority is  the Web Site, but 

all forms of communication are open to 

discussion. What are the most effec-

tive ways to communicate as we near 2026 and 

look beyond? Why is this important? Because 

friends, we have the  greatest story ever told to 

share!! With Christ always at the center, how we 

spread the Good News matters.  

 

What is the timeline? 

You are being informed first with this newsletter. 

Items will be shared in announcements and else-

where throughout October. The Council set a tar-

get for the committees to hold first meetings in  

November to begin the process. 

 

Who is on the committees? 

You! We really do need YOUR help. If you have 

an interest in any of these areas or potential pro-

jects, contact Pastor Christine via email, text or 

phone. All are welcome. 



Kids & Parents Weaving a Spider 
Web to show how each of us are 
connected throughout Generations! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARMY: 

Briana Ayers -  

Ted Bauknecht -  

Joe Boitnott -  

Keith Mills -  

Michael Dedan - 1973—? 

Chris Erickson - 1995-2004 

David Erickson - 2000-07 

Jim Erickson - 1972-75 

Matthew Erickson - 2002– 09 

Bill Frazier - 1963-65 

Letha Grieder - Nurse, WW2 

Alvin Heinrich - 1957-59 

Heather Legner -  

James Lund - 1970-73 

 

Telford Thorson - 1941-45 WW2 

Jeremy Ramsmeyer -  

 

MARINES: 

Robert Knudson - 2006-10 

 

AIRBORNE: 

James Telford - 2002-08 

Marvin Telford - 1953-55 

 

NAVY: 

Ryan Knudson - 2006-08 

 

NATIONAL GUARD: 

Christopher Lund  

If you would like to  purchase a Poinsettia in  honor or memory of a special 
loved one, please  fill out the  following form and turn in to office or place in 
the Offering Plate with your payment of $10 before Thursday, November 
21. 

Poinsettias  
 

Name:_________________________________________________ ___ 

 

In Honor/Memory of:  

__________________________________________________________ 

 

How Many:  __________ 

 

Total Cost: ($10.00 each)  ___________ 

 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING IS NOV. 21 
 

(Please fill out and put in offering plate) 

Thank You to all our veterans 

who have served or are serving in 

the Armed Forces! 

(If your loved one is not listed 

above, please let the office 

know!) 



Martin & Katie  

visit the kids! 

Tinley and Landon Harms 

David Miller: Crucifer 



Start your holiday season with 

Pastor Christine at the Immanuel 

Bible Foundation’s Women's 

Christmas Celebration from 8 to 

11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 6 at the 

DoubleTree by Hilton, Blooming-

ton.  

 

Nearly 600 Christian women 

gather for the event each year!  

 

Speaker Debbie Alsdorf is a best

-selling author, national speaker 

and women’s ministry leader 

who is known as a cheerleader 

of hope. Her mission is to help 

women live a better story by  

 

 

leading them to the heart of 

God’s love and the truth of His 

Word. Music, food, fellowship  

and a heartfelt message will  

usher in the season as we share 

a very special Saturday morning. 
 

Tickets are $40 and include a 

hot breakfast, inspirational mes-

sage, and shopping in the lobby 

before and after the event at the 

Artisan Showcase. Get your 

Christmas presents early and 

mark it off your list! 
 

Let Pastor Christine know by 

Nov. 2 if you would like to join 

her, if you need a ride to Bloom-

ington or if the cost is prohibitive 

as some funds are available so 

all can enjoy this event.  

Congratulations 
Nathan Joerndt 
on a fantastic job 
playing the  
Caterpillar in the 
Vermillion Players 
presentation of  
Alice in Wonder-
land Oct. 9-12. 

Join Pastor Christine at a Womenôs Christmas Celebration  



Pastor Pete Hinrich speaking about how LMM has 

impacted his faith life.  He also shared how retreat 

opportunities provide experiences that meet men 

where they are. 

We are so happy to welcome 
our newest members, Kristi 
Becker & Erma Hesterberg to 
St. Paul!  7%,#/-%ȦȦ 



Red Bag! 

We continue with Red 

Bag collections on the 

2nd Sunday of each 

month. November dona-

tions will go to Cops and Kids. The Cops 

and Kids program is designed to build rela-

tionships between our local police and the 

community. Officers taking underprivileged 

kids shopping for Christmas presents or 

school supplies shows those children that 

the police in their area are friends and are 

always there to help. Giving a child a pre-

sent when they wouldn’t have received 

one, or the supplies they need to excel in 

school, can make a lasting impression. 

Adult Education Study 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǿǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻǳǊ !Řǳƭǘ 
9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘ-
ƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ IŜƴǊƛ 
bƻǳǿŜƴΦ ! ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ с 
ǇΦƳΦ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ bƻǾΦ млΦ  !ǧŜƴŘ ƛƴ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ Ǿƛŀ ½ƻƻƳ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ōƻƻƪΣ Freedom: Finding 
Peace in Anxious Times. 
 
On Monday, Nov. 24 we begin a two-part  
series on Isaiah. All information for that series 
will be available through RightNow Media. 

If you would like to donate 

flowers in memory of or 

honor of someone, please 

sign your name on the 

flower chart located on the 

kiosk.  Flowers are $25.  

Make checks payable to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, noting “altar flowers” on the memo 

line. Thank you in advance for helping to de-

fray Church costs! 

St. Paul will host a Blue Christmas ser-
vice at 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7. Blue 
Christmas is offered during Advent espe-
cially for those hurting during the holidays 
– often considered “the happiest time of 
year.” 
 
Some come because they are mourning 
the death of a loved one. Some are far 
from home. Some suffer from illness, ad-
diction, or estrangement. Some are lone-
ly, struggling financially, or in conflict with 
another. Some hurt because of the great 
pain, need, and violence in our nation 
and world. The reasons for coming are 
many. 
 
The service will include special readings, 
prayers, music, and opportunities for qui-
et reflection. 
 
We gather amid suffering to remember 
God is good. God is strong. God is near. 
We are not alone, and we have every 
reason to hold on to hope. There is light 
in the darkness, and the hope of Christ, 
who came to be with those who suffer. 



Bibles and Bagels meets for study of the previous Sun-
day’s Gospel lesson at 9:30 a.m. Thursday, November 6 at 
Edinger’s. This is an informal gathering for Bible Study, and 
for breakfast if you wish. Join us if you are able!  

L.E.O. gathers St. Paul members and friends on the 

third Wednesday of each month to enjoy dinner out.  

We will meet at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, November 19 at  

Chenoa Family Restaurant! 

,Ȣ%Ȣ/Ȣ ɉ,ÅÔȭÓ %ÁÔ /ÕÔɊ 

Rebecca’s will meet on Thursday, Nov. 20 @ 1:30 in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  Our hostess and lesson leader is Ginger 
Bauknecht.  Our lesson is from Gather Magazine, Session 3:  
“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” from our series on 
“Money, Stewardship and Generosity”. 

Health and Wellness Sunday is the third Sunday of 

each month. Mary Leach or one of our parish nurses will be 

on hand before and after worship to check blood pressure, 

blood sugar, and to help with questions about your health. 

&//$ 0!.429 .%%$3 

Our food pantry collections for the months of November 

and December are Complete Pancake Mix and Syrup. 

Thanks for being the hands and feet of Jesus in our com-

munity! 

 

If you have a confidential prayer request that you would like 

members of our church prayer chain to pray over, please contact 

Pastor Christine, Julie Mehlberg at jjmehlberg@gmail.com or call 

815 848 6256. If you have a prayer request to be added to the 

announcements, please sign the sheet in the office or call Judy 

@ the office.  St. Paul prayer partners stand ready to surround 

you with prayer! 



Thanks to all who participated in Trunk or Treat!!   



 



4%84 -%33!'%3 
If you would like to receive 

text messages with  remind-

ers and special announce-

ments, please email Pastor 

Christine and she will get you 

signed up.  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǘǇŀǳƭǇƻƴǝπ
ŀŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ ōȅ bƻǾΦ мс !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ŀǊŜ ŘǳŜ ōȅ ф ŀƳ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ 
ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎΦ 

.Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ Ǫ !ÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÍÅÎÔÓ 

3ÔȢ 0ÁÕÌ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 

φυτ $ÅÅÒУÉÅÌÄ 2Ä 

0ÏÎÔÉÁÃȟ ), ϊυϋϊψ 

0ÈÏÎÅȡ όυω-όψφ-φτύω 

%--ÁÉÌȡ ×××ȢÓÔÐÁÕÌÐÏÎÔÉÁÃȢÏÒÇ 

&ÁÃÅÂÏÏËȢÃÏÍȾÓÔÐÁÕÌÐÏÎÔÉÁÃ 

0ÁÓÔÏÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÎÅȡ 

ÐÁÓÔÏÒΆÓÔÐÁÕÌÐÏÎÔÉÁÃȢÏÒÇ 

#ÅÌÌȡ ψυψ ϊύό φόύό 

!ÎÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÒÉÅÓ 
Joel & Emma Rapp - 11/7 

Scott & Jennifer Bauknecht - 11/23 

 

"ÉÒÔÈÄÁÙÓ 
Jack Boch - 11/2 

Owen Boch - 11/2 

David Longstreet - 11/12 

Pat Lund - 11/12 

Jill Rapp - 11/18 

Darlene Miller - 11/20 

Katie Dixon - 11/27 

Natalie Hendershott - 11/28 

Doug Schneeman - 11/30 

November Church Events 
11/2 - Worship Service @ 10 am (All Saint’s Day) 

11/6 - Bibles and Bagels @ 9:30 am @ Edinger’s 

11/6 - Pastor Christine @ all-day workshop 

11/9 - Worship Service @ 10 am (Red Bag) 

11/10 - Adult Study @ 6 pm 

11/16 - ThankOffering Service @ 10 am 

11/19 - LEO @ 5:30 pm @ Chenoa Family Restaurant 

11/20 - Rebecca’s @ 1:30 pm 

11/23 - Worship Service @ 10 am (Hanging of the      

 Greens after service).  Lunch served! 

11/26 -  Pastor out of office 11/26-29 

11/27 -  Happy Thanksgiving! 

11/27 - Parish Hall Reserved 

11/29 - Parish Hall Reserved 

11/30 - Worship Service @ 10 am (1st day of Advent) 

 Cookies for College students & Military 

 (Please have the names in by the 16th) 

bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊǎ 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ  

{ǘΦ tŀǳƭΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ Ϫ умр упн нлфр 

Monthly Newsletter  
November 16 

 

(third Sunday) 
 

Weekly Bulletin  
Announcements 
9 am Tuesdays 


