
The blessed view from my study window 
 

I smiled from ear to ear when I first toured St. Paul and walked into the pastorôs study. The large 
window looks out on the front of the church and all of Godôs splendor. As I moved into the study 
shortly after, my best friend who helped had two comments. First, I have too many books. But 
mostly, ñItôs as if God called you to the perfect space to serve Him.ò Sunshine and SONshine! 
 
And it is a study, not an office, so this is important. Thereôs a difference, you see. In his 
book Working the Angles, Eugene Peterson noted: ñA misnaming replaces ópastorôs studyô with 
óoffice,ô thereby further secularizing perceptions of pastoral work. How many pastors no longer 
come to their desks as places for learning but as operation centers for organizing projects? The 
change of vocabulary is not harmless. Words have ways of shaping us. If we walk into a room 
labeled óofficeô often enough we end up doing office work. First, we change the word, then the 
word changes us.ò 
 
This does not mean neglecting ñofficeò work and required organization. My Type A personality 
wouldnôt allow that anyway. 1 Peter 5:2 informs me, ñtend the flock of God that is in your charge, 
exercising the oversight, not under compulsion but willingly, as God would have you do it.ò 
 
And yet, you also need me to stare out that beautiful window and think. Thatôs among the things 
you pay me for - to read, learn, contemplate, reflect, to be still, to be quiet, to be solitarily devo-
tional, to listen to the Holy Spirit, and above all to be prayerful. Thatôs what will pay off for us to-
gether in the long run. Yes, itôs a magnificent privilege to dive into the Bible with a glorious view.  
 
From my study window I have witnessed the changing seasons, the passage of time, and the 
cyclical nature of life. I have observed bouncing baby bunnies, a cardinal with a strong baptis-
mal message, a robin at just the right moment, bugs, a disciple weeding, a sick racoon, and 
geese on a mission. (In the picture below they had walked past my window, around the corner, 
and were on their way somewhere.) Recently I witnessed a homeless man using our parking lot 
as a safe space - reminding me that we are called from this beautiful building and my incredible 
view to go out in the world and serve. 
 
Faith is a window that allows us to see beyond ourselves and connect with God. From my win-
dow I see God's presence and purpose. And to Him I give all praise. 
 

bħůŴşǛ +ŉŬŋůŴŋŚƪ ᴖ 

 

нлнр 



.ƛōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ .ŀƎŜƭǎ ƳŜŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  
ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ŀǘ фΥол ŀΦƳΦ  
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ п ŀǘ 9ŘƛƴƎŜǊΩǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ   
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ  
ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘΦ Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜΗ  
 

 Godôs Work.  Our Hands 
 

On September 7, our congregation will engage in 
service work here in our community. We will join 
thousands of members who will work to make a 
positive change in our communities, build and 
deepen relationships and share Godõs love. Join us 
as we do Godõs work with our hands!  Many service 
opportunities are described below.  Led by the 
Spirit, we hope all of you will volunteer and con-
tribute on this very special day! 
  

 Here are your opportunities to serve: 
Donate items and assemble Lutheran World Relief personal care kits 
Work on outdoor cleanup of landscaping at our church 
Donate, assemble and deliver cookies and cards to The Pointe 
Donate items and assemble goody bags for firemen/EMT and ER staff 
Donate items and assemble hygiene kits for high school students 

 
 
Look for donation boxes in the narthex! Come share your gifts and  
talents on September 7 and bring a friend!  Sign-up sheets for the  
projects will be in the narthex! 

LWR Personal Care Kits 

  

ONE light-weight bath-size 

towel 

TWO bath-size bars of 

soap 

ONE adult-size toothbrush 

ONE sturdy comb 

ONE metal nail clippers 

Goody Bag Donations 

  

Granola bars 

Individually wrapped candy 

Individually wrapped nuts 

Small hand sanitizer/lotion 

Individually wrapped 

snacks 

Chapstick 

High School Hygiene Kits 

  

Toothbrush 

Toothpaste 

Body wash 

Shampoo 

Conditioner 

Deodorant 
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September:  

District #90 

Meals for needy 

families 

9 am - Breakfast treats, Fruit & Drink for all 
9:15 am - Kidõs Activities 
10 am - Worship (including Bible  
presentations and our Kidõs favorite songs!) 
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BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
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JUST FOR OUR MEN! 
 

Mark your calendars for a breakfast just 

for our men before services at 9 a.m. 

Sunday, Oct. 12. Pastors Pete Hinrich 

and Jim Davis will join St. Paul to share 

how Lutheran Men in Mission (LMM) 

can build your relationship with Christ.  
 

Lutheran Men in Mission is one of the 

last remaining national ministries to men. The goal is to intentionally disciple men to 

become bold, daring followers of Jesus Christ. Did you know?  

Ŀ 65 percent of men in the United Stated self-identify as being lonely.  

Ŀ Only 10 percent of men report that they participate in any sort of menôs groups or 
ministry.  

Ŀ 90 million men are not involved in any form of Christian discipleship.  

The need for ministries like LMM has never been greater! Pastor Pete and Paster Jim will 

share how LMM has impacted their faith lives, and what it can mean for you. So men, 

plan to attend. Ladies, encourage the guys in your life to do so.  






